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ATTENTION-PROTESTANTS! 


Are you a member of 
the true church of Christ? 
Rome says “NO” Protestants say ““YES”’ 


WHO’S RIGHT? You will find the answer in this first of 
a series of educational films on the Roman Catholic 
question in America. 


THE ONE TRUE CHURCH fects 


A distinguished panel 


COLOR - SOUND 


of 3 former Roman Catholic - Every Protestant should 


priests and 3 Protestant clergymen intelligently know which is the One 
and factually examine the official teachings of True Church and know 


the Roman Catholic church and the teachings of 


Scripture. Dr. Charles 


Anderson, president of the why. 


Northeastern Bible Institute leads the stimulating 
and informative discussion. 


For a showing in your church CHRIST’S SSL 


write at once to FILM DEPT. 
BOOKINGS AFTER JAN. 1, 1957 27 E. 22 St., N.Y. 10,N. Y. 


Pastors --- Attention 


Available for speaking engagements: 


1. Mr. Angelo LoVallo— 


ex-priest — American born 

2. Dr. Charles B. Marzena— 
Bishop — American citizen 

3. Mr. Hugh Farrell— 


Monk — American born 


4. Rev. Frank Payas— 


ex-priest — American citizen 

(In connection with ex-priest re- 

habilitation work and ministry) 

x 

These men—well qualified in Rome's 
teaching—bring the Gospel message as 
God's answer to this false system. 

The problems are dealt with kindly 
and fairly with the answers from God's 
Word. 


Your people need to be informed on 
the church which claims to ke the one 
true church and that no other has the 
right to exist. 

WRITE NOW for bookings after the 
first of the year. Perhaps a group of 
churches or your ministerial association 
would like to sponsor a series of meet- 
ings. 

ACT NOW and see one of your larg- 
est and most interested audiences of 
the year! i 


CHRIST'S MISSION 


27 East 22nd St., New York 10, N. Y. 


.... Who Want To 
Protect Our Freedoms! 


N the world today when your freedom to 

believe and worship as your conscience 
dictates, is just as important to you as 
dom from financial worry, there is ONE in- 
vestment which protects you both ways—a 
CHRIST’S MISSION FREEDOM ANNUITY. 
This annuity has as its primary purpose, the 
PROTECTION of your freedom from re- 
ligious forces which would dictate thought 
if they came to power in this country. Our 
ministry is being marvelously used of God in 
bringing others to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 

A CHRIST’S MISSION FREEDOM AN.- 
NUITY protects also your financial status by 
bringing you a generous and dependable 
income, as high as 8.2% a year, from 
date you invest for the rest of your life. You 
give to God’s work and at the same time in- 
sure protection of your spiritual and finan- 
cial freedoms. 


For complete details, send coupon today 
CHRIST'S MISSION 
27 East 22nd Street, N. Y. 10, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 


I am interested in your Freedom Annuities. 
Please send me FREE booklet with details. 


CHRIST’S MISSION, INC. 


27 EAST 22nd STREET, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 















































A New Spirit 

We stand today at a decisive 
moment in history. Forces of un- 
measured strength are on the 
march. Is there a force which can 
rally the recuperative powers of 
mankind and win the race with 
chaos? 

There is a force which can out- 
march all others and which, if we 
will, can shape the future. It is 
the mighty onslaught of a new 
spirit challenging men and na- 
tions to a change of heart. It is 
the cumulative effect of millions 
of people who listen to God and 
obey. Where we have been true 
to this spirit, man has prospered ; 
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chance to re-create for ourselves 

Of? and for our children the way of 

‘VOL. 17 NOVEMBER, 1956 NO.8 — true patriotism—the way of mor- 
al and spiritual force. 

Our country must look to her 

CONTENTS: defenses. But no material de- 


fenses can serve us long unless 
behind them there stands a united 
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WORTHWHILE 


I have enjoyed your magazine and 
find it well worth reading. 
V.G., Tl. 


As your records may show, several 
months ago I renewed my subscription 
to your splendid magazine, asking that 
all the back issues (between my former 
subscription and the renewal) be sent 
to me. 

R.D.W., Kans. 
CIRCULATION 


Your magazine is rendering a much- 
needed service. I pray for its wider 
circulation. It is wonderful of you to 
brave the opposition you must surely 
face to get the truth out. Thanks for 
turning on the light where there is 
such a confusion between religious 
darkness and paganism. 

S.J.G., S.C. 


A MAGNET 


I certainly do look forward to re- 
ceiving your magazine each month as 
God has truly blessed it in a wonderful 
way. Just recently one of the sailors 
who is the mail officer for the unit 
noticed that I was getting the CoNn- 
VERTED CATHOLIC. He had just started 
going with a Catholic, though he was a 
Baptist. After reading some of the 
magazines I gave him, he gave them 
to his girlfriend. As a result she is 
now thinking of leaving the Catholic 
Church. Praise the Lord for His work 
through you. 

I have had quite a few incidents such 
as this one, some not as nice, some very 
wonderful. My fellow sailor friends 
see the magazine that I am reading and 
are naturally attracted to it by the 
title. May God continue to bless you 
through the ministry of the truth in 
this magazine. 

J.G.B., Texas 


Your monthly magazine and the 
many books I have purchased from 
you have been very enlightening and in- 
formative on the Roman Catholic men- 
ace. 

R.L.N., Nebr. 


STANDING FOR RIGHT 


I thank the Lord for your ministry. 
Here is my subscription for one year 
to your wonderful magazine. I have 
only been a Christian three years and 
have been alarmed about the threat of 
Catholicism. I believe it to be a greater 
menace than most Christians seem to 
think. As far as I am concerned, it is 
high time “born-again men” make a 
stand for the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank 
God I have finally found a magazine 


that will do it. May the Lord bless you 


and keep you. 
JRB., N.C. 


HELPFUL 


Thank you for my two copies of the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine for the 
month of March, 1956. I am very much 
interested in these magazines and see 
articles that might be very helpful at 
this time. 


M.F., B.W.I. 


SPECIAL VALUE 


Please permit me to congratulate you 
on the much improved magazine, both 
as to appearance and contents. I am 
glad you are emphasizing the falsity 
and fraud of some of the basic teach- 
ings of the Roman church, such as that 
contained in the article entitled “The 
Festival of the Deified Wafer’ in the 
May issue, in addition to a number of 
other exposures which you have printed 
in the past. These are the kind of 
writings, I believe, that are of special 
value. 

L.W.B.J., N.Y. 


INDIA SPEAKS 


Your magazines and books are very 
useful to us. Their sermons and testi- 
monies are thrilling and wonderful. 
They enlighten our life and strengthen 
our faith in Jesus. They increase our 
knowledge and encourage us to live for 
Christ. I distribute your precious mag- 
azines among my Protestant and Catho- 
lic friends. Many of my schoolmates 
and lecturers are very much interested 
in studying your publications regular- 
ly. I hope in Jesus that this precious 
literature will surely gain many souls 
for Christ. 

As I am a college student, I have a 
good chance to distribute literature to 
many friends. Therefore I beg you in 
the blessed name of our Lord Jesus to 
send me regularly the ten copies and 
also other useful publications as the 
Lord provides. May God abundantly 
bless you for the great work that you 
are doing for Jesus. Through your 
magazine I have come to know about 
many of your valuable books and book- 
lets. I am very anxious to study them 
and circulate them among my friends. 

S.JS., India 


A GOOD “TRY™ 


I am enclosing $2.00 in cash for | 
other year’s subscription to your 
derful magazine. In September 
1948 I became a new subscriber to 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC and meant at 
time to merely give it a “try,” b 
found it to be so informing and i 
ing that we would certainly be | 
without it. 

GS. 


VALUABLE 


You are certainly doing a great 
and putting out a valuable mag 
with a most essential ministry. I 
that every Protestant minister ¢ 
receive this magazine and be more 
formed on this vital issue. 

Rev. P.W.T., 


NO BREAK 


Your magazine is a great bulw 
of truth, freedom and love; how 
I do have a criticism to make. Dx 
the Roman Catholic Church take 
break for two months of the ye 
The answer is a resounding no! 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC should not 
off two months of the year either. 
hope you will print this letter in y 
next issue, as I am sure all friends @ 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC will agree 
me. 
R.E.K., Californs 


TESTIMONY 


In regard to your valuable, unig 
publication, I want you to know that! 
would miss it greatly if it did not com 
to my home. I value it as much 2 
some of the other papers I su 
to—if not more—and I find the lat 
issue full of absorbing interests. 
I was born and raised in Sweden ing 
home where God was honored, yet mj 
family knew very little about the 
ing faith and real heart service tow i 
God and our blessed Saviour. I thank 
God for letting me come to this count 
where I meet people who know God . 
I assure you as a testimony to God# 
saving grace that I am happy I 
found Him, and I shall remember 
in my prayers as you bring the t J 
Gospel to the people . . . I agree m ‘ 
fully with the commission God 
given to Christ’s Mission ... I am até 
loss regarding the blindness of so many 
of our Protestant friends who do! 
seem to comprehend the spiritual 
political dangers we face as a natioh 
A.N., Mint 


MORE BEAUTIFUL 


I want to thank you for the cog 
of the magazine you sent. You 
doing a much needed work for Gf 
now, warning Protestants of the 4d 
gers ahead. Every person in Ame 
should have the magazine. It is b 
tiful in its improved size and form. # 
we were closer students of the 
we would not be as blinded to the grow 
ing power of Rome. I am so happy 
receive copies and perhaps I can suP 
scribe again. 


= F S&S. a4 


ACS., 
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: NBACK DOOR TO THE WHITE HOUSE 


“7 By) HOSE SLACK SUMMER TV PROGRAMS got some 

brisk competition in mid-August when the 
“i camera turned to the spontaneous doings at Chica- 
go... It is not likely that TV viewers will forget 
those tense moments on August 16 when Senators 
John F. Kennedy and Estes Kefauver ran their 
breathtaking race for the Vice-Presidential nomi- 
tation. This was the best of all the unrehearsed 
drama at Chicago.” 

For many a Roman Catholic, including the edi- 
inaj tors of the Jesuit magazine America, from which 
; mathe above paragraph was quoted (Sept. 1, 1956 
sa¥F issue), the Vice-Presidential race was indeed drama 
nang @ the first order. For months preceding the con- 
ntyy Yention the Roman Catholic hierarchy was laying 
|..§plans for placing a Catholic on the Democratic 
30088 ticket, and with many prejudices down, the politi- 
havel cal plum, fruit of much labor, for the first time in 
aa years seemed within reach. 
most That Mr. Kennedy lost was no major discour- 




















hai agement, because the race proved one important 
atéi fact to Roman Catholics everywhere: that “his re- 
ligion was not a bar to his nomination. Nor,” con- 
tinues the same editorial, “had he been nominated, 
tio§ Would it have hindered his election.” The “dreary 
fim§ discrimination” of recent years is now “dated and 
indecent. The Chicago convention made this lumi- 
nously clear.” 
a These are strong words in a country founded 
# upon Protestant principles. Whether or not a Ro- 
dat§ Man Catholic could win the election is a question 
i@§ for the next political generation to decide, but the 
4 ties between the Roman Church and the American 
4 Government have been strengthened. And we can 
fest assured that the hierarchy will not let grass 
grow under their feet during the next four years. 
: Mr. Kennedy “will be heard from again,” pre- 
‘ dicts the Jesuit editorial, “at or before the next 
























WOVEMBER, 1956 






XUM 


EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


national convention of the Democratic party.” In 
the eyes of these editors, “there is no question that 
the choice was based on politics, not religion.” 


ABUSE OF POWER 


The delegation from Colorado added an inter- 
esting sidelight to the subject. According to a Den- 
ver Post “Special” (August 18), the fact that Ken- 
nedy “is a Roman Catholic . . . is supposed to be a 
liability in a national election. The Coloradans had 
mixed feelings about this, for a special reason: 
Many of them were afraid it would put the hex on 
their own candidate for governor this year, Lt. 
Gov. Stephen L. R. McNichols, also a Catholic, to 
have another Catholic on the national ticket in a 
predominantly Protestant state. Some of those 
who believed it most strongly were themselves 
Catholics.” 

Why the concern about the liability of a Roman 
Catholic on the national ticket—on the part of 
Catholics as well as Protestants? Why should a 
Catholic have less of a chance of success than a 
non-Catholic? 

There are several answers to this question, two 
of which are of primary importance. 

The first concerns the fact, openly acknowledged 
by James A. Farley, that, “unhappily, Catholics in 
power have been as prone to abuse their trust, if 
not more so, than their non-Catholic brethren. We 
cannot evade facts.” “Abuse of power is the root 
of all political evil for those who govern . . . Abuse 
of power encourages corruption, breeds delays, fos- 
ters incivility and makes for insincerity.” (New 
York World-Telegram and Sun, Jan. 12, 1954) It 
should be remembered at this point that “the politi- 
cal counsel and vote-getting ability of Catholics like 
James A. Farley . . . are commodities to be called 
on every election year.” (America, loc. cit.) Mr. 
Farley’s estimate, coming from a strong Catholic, 
should therefore be eminently reliable. 











LAY AMBASSADORS 


The second answer is by far the most important 
of alf, since it concerns the loyalty and allegiance 
of the individual Catholic, lay or cleric. We have 
given too much documentary evidence to our read- 
ers from issue to issue for them to have any doubt 
on the subject of a Catholic’s primary allegiance to 
Rome. What is more significant is the fact that this 
loyalty entails responsibilities, which are meted out 
to him by the local hierarchy in this country. Great 
emphasis is being placed, not only on the duties of 
the clergy and religious to “make America Catho- 
lic,” but also on laymen, who have an “apostolic 
mission . . . to the modern world.” (America, loc. 
cit.) 

“The secularization of modern life, the gradual 
development of a complete separation, and, in fact, 
an active opposition between the spiritual and the 
temporal, between the Church and human society” 
have vitalized the role of the layman. He finds him- 
self “the Church’s ambassador to the temporal or- 
der.” “Few laymen are thrust ... into the main- 
stream of world affairs. But literally millions of 
Catholic men and women are cast in the role of 
[ambassadors] in homes, schools, colleges, offices, 
factories and military posts all over the world. 
Theirs is an awesome charge...” 

The alarming aspect of this “apostolic mission” 
of laymen is the fact that they represent the avant- 
garde of Rome. “For the [Roman] Church can 
never agree to give over her mission to the tem- 
poral order. She cannot stand aside from the secu- 
lar concerns of the children of God. Today the 
layman must go where the priest is likely to be 
denied entrance.” 


PRIOR CLAIM 


If the Roman Church considers her mission as 
extending to all phases of life, and if she “can never 
agree to give over her mission to the temporal or- 
der,”’ what guarantee does she offer that a Mr. Jack 
Kennedy, or a Mr. James Farley, or a Mr. Al Smith 
will remain loyal and faithful to the United States 
Government if he is placed in power? Aye, there’s 
the rub. There’s the source of friction between 
Catholics and non-Catholics the nation over. The 
fear of dual allegiance is broadbased and has ample 
precedent in the history of other nations, whose 
leaders have sold out to the Vatican. (Mr. Grono- 
wicz’s series of articles on Poland is an excellent 
case in point.) 

If Americans in general are opposed to the idea 
of a Roman Catholic on the national ticket, it is 
only because they are apprehensive about his loyal- 
ty to the United States Government and its mar- 
velous Constitution. And well might they fear, for 
the Roman Church has left no doubt as to its prior 
claim on the lives of its adherents. 

If a Roman Catholic wishes to aspire to high 
office, let him first declare himself an American first 
and foremost, in peace or in war, in public or in 
private, in word and in deed. Then the country will 
sit up and take notice. Then a Mr. Jack Kennedy 
might stand a good chance of being elected. 
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“SUBJECT TO FOREIGN CONTRO : 


BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repi 

sentatives of the United States of America. 
Congress assembled, That for the purposes of t 
Act— 









* * * 


“(c) The term ‘political activity’ means any 
activity the purpose or aim of which, or one of the 
purposes or aims of which, is the control by forge ig 
or overthrow of the Government of the Unite} 
States or a political subdivision thereof, or any§ghi 
State or political subdivision thereof ; 











* * * 


“(e) An organization shall be deemed ‘subj 
to foreign control’ if (1) it solicits or accepts fin 
cial contributions, loans, or support of any kir 
directly or indirectly, from, or is affiliated direct 
or indirectly with, a foreign government or a poli 
cal subdivision thereof, or a political party in 
foreign country, or an international political ¢ 
ganization, or (2) its policies, or any of them, af 
determined by or at the suggestion of, or in ed 
laboration with, a foreign government or political 
subdivision thereof, or an agent, agency, or instri 
mentality of a foreign government or a politica 
subdivision thereof, or a political party in a forei n 
country, or an international political organization’ 
(Naturalization Laws, compiled by Elmer A. Lewii 
Superintendent Document Room, House of Rep 
sentatives, Washington, 1949) : 

In the light of the above definition, the Rom: 
Catholic Church cannot be anything but a forei 
institution, which has entwined itself in the Unite 
States like a parasite, living on the vitality of # 
country. 

The figure is very apt. While traveling in th 
fields of Central America, we have occasionall tic 
stopped to look at the ravages of a parasite 
the tree-killer. This parasite, which has no life @ 
its own, derives its nourishment from the living 
tree, but its effects are readily observed: the dyi 
branches, the falling leaves, the choked-out growth 
Death is not far. 
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FOREIGN ENTANGLEMENT 


This is the pattern of events in America today 
A foreign institution with its infiltrating, tentac 
lar branches is sapping the very vitality of t 
country, gaining a stranglehold on its vital poir s 
It is a well-known fact that the Roman hierarelf 
has sought control of the country through contr 
of communication, of learning, of justice, of indw 
try, of labor—in short, of any center or bloc thi 
promises power and influence. 

Let us make it clear at this point that we sp 
of a system, commanded by the hierarchy; wef 
not refer to Catholics as individuals, for we kn 
that while many of them “go along,” many oth 
deplore with us the fact that their church has |! 
come a political and business enterprise, frequer 
neglecting the rudimentary duties of its religa 
office. : 
As a political power “subject to foreign ca 
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ol,” accepting financial contributions from a for- 
n country, governed by foreign ideologies, the 
foman Catholic Church should be required to regis- 
r with the Attorney General of the United States. 
y should Roman Catholicism be treated any dif- 
Bierently from Communism, Fascism, Nazism, or 
Biny other ism that is inimical and detrimental to 

the good of the country? Why should we support a 
parasite which is sapping the lifeblood of our in- 
stitutions? Why extend a warm welcome to a subtle 
“#enemy of our welfare? Why hand over the leader- 
yeship of our political parties? Why allow the enemy 
fo function in the various branches of our govern- 
~§ment? Why close our eyes to the future? Why— 
.agmowing all these facts—do we not protect our- 
_gelives against such a subtle yet powerful saboteur 
nd of our most cherished institutions and ideals? 























































eth SUPER SOCIETY 
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Some will argue—as they always do—that we 
exaggerate, that the Roman Catholic Church is af- 
Aiter all a church, a religious institution. But such 
J people forget that a church with its own territory 
(Vatican State), diplomatic corps, and political 
{representatives (as heads of nations, whose first 
self loyalty is to their “spiritual” leader, the Pope) can 
‘son hardly be considered just another church or denom- 
a ination. According to its own law, the Roman Cath- 
4 0lic Church professes the doctrine that as an 
or institution, it is a perfect society, with a perfect 
| government, and an infallible leader, who is sover- 
eign over all. All other societies and governments, 

8 by contrast, are imperfect. 
; One quotation from a papal encyclical of Pope 

4 Pius IX will confirm the foregoing statements: 

“As the Catholic Church, founded and estab- 

tha lished by the Lord Christ for the everlasting salva- 

alla tion of mankind, has acquired the form of a perfect 
society by its divine character, it ought, therefore, 

‘e df in the fulfillment of its sacred ministry, to possess 
ing that freedom by which it may not be subject to any 

ying civil power. And furthermore, in order to obtain 
wthl that the church required those guarantees which 
were in accordance with the conditions and neces- 
sity of the times, it was, therefore, in accordance 
with divine Providence that, after the fall of the 
jay Roman empire and its consecutive division into 
acum several kingdoms, the Romish pope, whom Christ 
¢ia has established as the chief and the centre of his 


























ing Whole church, obtained temporal power .. .” (His- 
ja tory of Romanism, by John Dowling, p. 615) 
ntrd The Roman Catholic Church cannot tolerate 


dus being placed on the same level as any other repub- 
thm lic or kingdom or receiving equal treatment with 

civil governments. She has established the code 
pela that as a society and as a government she is superi- 
e @ or to every human society and government. The 
mm pope in this case is not only the religious leader of 
nem Roman Catholics all over the world but the head 
m@ of a state. The Vatican receives and maintains 

diplomatic representation with, and sends papal 
iam envoys to, foreign countries. It is a power in itself, 
# furnished with all the elements that make it a su- 
mg Preme state. 


















A realization of the fact that the Roman Church 
as a sovereign state is granted a privileged status 
in this country should alarm the American citizen. 
No other country or kingdom in the world claims 
such rank and privilege. Obviously, if America 
were to grant similar status to—let us say—Russia, 
it would soon lose its own sovereignty. 


RELIGIOUS PICKPOCKET 


If anyone has further doubts about the political 
stamp of the Vatican, Congress recently acknowl- 
edged its sovereignty by passing a bill granting 
about a million dollars in reparations for war dam- 
age to this ecclesiastical state. We may justifiably 
ask, What has the Vatican suffered during the war 
in comparison with other countries? It claims to 
have been neutral, but the facts have long’ since 
belied this allegation. The Axis powers, as history 
attests, dealt directly with the Vatican, and on 
more than one occasion the Pope expressed his 
special favoritism to the enemies of the United 
States. 

The fact of Congress paying war reparations 
to a political power which has opposed United 
States policy both in peace and in war is ridiculous 
ad absurdum. And yet, adding insult to injury, 
Congress went even a step further, voting some 
eight million dollars to the Roman Catholic Church 
for alleged damages suffered to churches in the 
Philippines during the war. 

It is apparent, then, that the United States 
recognizes the Vatican as a sovereign state, and it 
is. But, this being the case, we are at a loss to 
understand why the United States insists on court- 
ing the religio-political Roman Church and aiding 
her with money coming from the pocketbooks of 
millions who are opposed both to the Catholic 
Church as such and to the interference in civil 
affairs of any foreign power. 

The Government “of the people, by the people, 
and for the people” needs to do some tall explaining. 


CONGRESSMEN OR SACRISTANS? 


HERE ARE TIMES WHEN the Roman Catholic 
Church does not come on “little cat feet” 
through the halls of our Government, when the 
tread of marshaling forces becomes a bit more than 
just audible, when darkness and secrecy can no 
longer muffle the onward march of Roman Ca- 
tholicism in high places. 

The little thuds and puffs of smoke that are dis- 
missed as mere incidents in isolated places, take on 
a different aspect when viewed in the light of 
strategy filtering from the high command, particu- 
larly when the attack is made at the centers of 
government. The same noise which goes unnoticed 
in the hum of the day’s activities can gradually 
invade the consciousness if repeated too often and 
too long. A dripping faucet can drive a person mad 
by its very insistence and regularity. 

Of such a nature is the concerted effort on the 
part of the hierarchy, working on elected govern- 
ment officials, to have sectarian information in- 
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serted into the Congressional Record, which was 
originally intended to be a record of the proceed- 
ings of the national Congress and is billed to the 
taxpayer. 

In his column “A Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought” in the Sunday School Times Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith points out that the sermons and addresses 
of various Catholic clergymen totaled over 60,000 
words during the last session of Congress. He lists 
a few, as follows: 

“June 24, 1955.—Address of Cardinal Mooney, 
Archbishop of Detroit at the commencement exer- 
cises of the University of Detroit. 

“June 28, 1955.—An account by Representative 
Williams of New Jersey of the work of Monsignor 
Carroll, among boys of Naples, Italy. 

“July 19, 1955.—Address of Archbishop Cush- 
ing of Boston on the fiftieth anniversary of the 
death of Bishop John Baptist Scalabrini, founder 
of the Piores Society of the Missionaries of St. 
Charles (four and one-half columns of small 
print). 

“Article by Bishop Sheil of Chicago, originally 
appearing in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, July 13, 
1955, on ‘The Struggle for Peace.’ 

“July 19, 1955.—Sermon by the pastor of St. 
Francis Xavier Church, East Gary, Ind., at the 
dedication of the Crucifix in Jordan Park, May 29 
(including notices of celebrations of Mass, etc.). 

“July 27, 1955.—‘My Six Years in Red China,’ 
by Bishop F. A. Doughty (a worth-while account). 

“July 29, 1955.—A sermon on ‘The Dignity and 
Duties of the Religious,’ by Bishop A. R. Zeroweste, 
at the Motherhouse, at Ruma, Ill. (What has a 
sermon to nuns, addressed as ‘the brides of Christ,’ 
to do with our official Congressional Record?) 

“Aug. 2, 1955.—Reprint of an editorial appear- 
ing in the (Philadelphia) Catholic Standard and 
Times, on ‘The Catholic Gift to the Public Schools.’ 

“March 16, 1956.—An address by the Rev. Gus- 
tav Weigel, prof. of Sacred Rhetoric at Woodstock 
College, on ‘The Catholic Humanism of Ignatius 
Loyola’ (four columns). 

“April 12, 1956.—Reprint of an article by Dr. 


Joseph Vecsey, on ‘Cardinal Mindszenty Toda 
(nine columns). y 
“April 24, 1956.—Address of a senior in 

Gate of Heaven High School, in Boston. 

“June 20, 1956.—Copy of an editorial on 
retirement of Father Walsh, from the faculty 
Georgetown University.” 

Dr. Smith adds drily, “This is by no mean; 
complete list.” 


PIED PIPER 


At this point the melody begins to pall, but 
piper plays on and on, as one after another marc! 
to his tune. With a start one is brought to a 
zation that if the melody continues and if the pi 
is allowed to roam at will, before long—perhaps 
our own generation—America may find itself th 
oughly Romanized. 

Apparently the trend is not localized, for Eng 
land is facing the same problem. According to af 
Associated Press dispatch of last September 7, 
Venerable Eric Treacy, archdeacon of Halifax, 

a parish letter said: 

“By A.D. 2000, I fear, the Anglican Church 
will no longer be the established church.” 

He added that the Roman Catholic Church wa 
evidently staking hopes of success on “a mathe 
matical certainty” based on a tripartite program: 
an inflexible marriage policy, the prohibition of 
birth control, and full use of parochial schools 
ground children in the faith. 

“The Roman Church has a perfect right to make 
its own rules,” he added, “But we Anglicans ought 
to be alive as to where it is leading. 

“The future of the Church of England is not 
guaranteed by Divine Authority. If the Romany 
are planning for the future then we must, too.” — 

It is unnecessary to add that any plans for the 
future must begin now, or tomorrow America’s @ . 
sign may bear the inscription, “Mene, mene, te : 
upharsin”—Thou art weighed in the balances, andj! 
art found wanting; thy kingdom is divided. — 

Rather, may it bear the words, “The land @ 
the free and the home of the brave”—and long may 
it wave! 


ee —_______________________________________________ 


FDR and the Catholic Vote 


A hitherto-unreported anecdote 
about Franklin D. Roosevelt may 
be illuminating. In 1932, when he 
was running for President, two 
highly placed Catholics working 
for him came to me with their 
worry that Catholic votaries of Al 
Smith would vote en masse 
against FDR. The collection of 
anti-Roosevelt postcards, letters 
and telegrams I showed them only 
increased the worry. The result 
was a polite invitation to visit 
him in the Mansion at Albany. 


We, or rather he, talked for an 
hour, and in the middle of it he 
came out with the dogmatic state- 
ment: “There is no Catholic 
vote.” Then he told this tale. 

In 1920, when he was running 
for Vice President with James 
M. Cox, he made a first whirlwind 


whistle-stop round of the country, 


and came back here profoundly 
discouraged. He took his woes 
over to Baltimore and placed 
them before James Cardinal Gib- 
bons, who was as ardent a Demo- 


crat as Archbishop Ireland was# 
Republican, Gibbons called FDE 
“my boy,” probably because | 


predecessor in the see of Baltkg 


more had been Archbishop Jame 
Roosevelt Bayley, a great-uncle df 
Franklin’s, and Franklin alw 

boasted before his Catholic vi 
tors of his remote connection w 
Mother Seton. During this vi 
Roosevelt asked the Cardinal 
order the nuns to vote—it was the 
first year that women had tit 
vote. America, September 8, 1$ D 
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Rev. A. T. PIERSON, D.D. 


“PIE ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established.” (Isaiah 7:9) 


: 





Believe and Live! 


by Rev. A. T. Pierson, D.D. 


NE OF THE COMMONEST pre- 
vailing ideas is that we are 
not responsible for our beliefs. 
Connected with this is the kindred 
notion that they are not impor- 
tant; that the main thing is to be 
sincere; and that if one is sincere, 
beliefs are of little consequence. 
As to this latter, it is plain that, 
if beliefs are of no consequence, 
provided that they are sincere, 
the search after truth becomes in 
proportion valueless, and obedi- 


ence to truth when found, of as 
little consequence — which of 
course is absurd. 

There is an eternal difference 
between truth and error, and er- 
ror can never produce the beauty 
of character and life which truth 
secures. As to non-responsibility 
for beliefs, one word of our Lord 
Jesus Christ settles that question. 
He said to Nicodemus: “He that 
believeth not is condemned al- 
ready because he hath not be- 


Dr. Pierson, renowned preacher and writer, has edified 
many believers and enlightened many unbelievers through his 
scholarly, trenchant sermons and books. The accompanying 
dissertation is probably one of the most convincing and inspir- 
ing messages to come from his zealous heart and orderly mind. 

We are confident that Roman Catholics converted to the 
evangelical faith, as well as those who are still groping for 
truth, Protestants who need their beliefs strengthened, and 
infidels who are not convinced of their own skepticism will be 


the better for this sermon. 


Acknowledging the universal need to believe in something 
unshakable, Dr. Pierson possesses that divine unction necessary 
to point the way to the Source of all truth and to indicate the 
means by which belief in such truth can be buttressed. 
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lieved,” which shows that one 
may be condemned for not be- 
lieving. 

Our beliefs are basically our 
mental assents—what intellectu- 
ally we accept as true. When such 
beliefs pertain to moral subjects, 
they involve moral assent, and de- 
mand moral compliance, resolu- 
tion, and action. For example, 
one may accept the fact that the 
sun is some ninety millions of 
miles distant, and be no better or 
worse; but to believe that there 
is a God, and a moral law for 
conduct, demands that the will 
and conscience conform to the 
conviction. 


Responsibility for beliefs, there- 
fore may be considered under 
these two or three departments: 
First, the intellectual; second, the 
moral; third, the volitional. It is 
proposed to treat this subject now 
by suggesting a series of practi- 
cal maxims, which may help to 
show the true methods for regu- 
lating beliefs. 

1. Fix your land marks. We 
need, first of all, as foundations, 
certain truths which admit of no 
dispute. Settle therefore, beyond 
doubt, your primary truths and 
facts, that may stand eternally 
unchangeable. This is like laying 
great base blocks for the second- 
ary truths to rest upon: it is be- 
ginning at the beginning. If there 
be but one absolute certainty, let 
us fix that, as an immovable rock 
basis, never to be stirred from it. 
It is the primary truths that have 
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the most marvellous effect on 
character. Many are so made that 
they can take in only the simplest 
primary truths; but all of us, 
even the greatest and wisest, have 
to fall back upon these in the end. 

God intended that man should 
use his reason for such purposes. 
As Milton says: “When God gave 
Adam reason, He gave him free- 
dom to choose; for reason is but 
choosing ; else he would have been 
a mere artificial Adam.” If there 
be anything that the reason af- 
firms, it is that, for creation, 
there must be a Creator; and for 
things designed, a Designer. Lord 
Kelvin remarks: “Just think of 
a number of atoms falling togeth- 
er of their own accord, and mak- 
ing a sprig of moss, a microbe, a 
living animal”; and Dugald Stew- 
art, to the same effect: “Every- 
thing which begins to exist must 
have a cause. A combination of 
means, conspiring to a particular 
end, implies intelligence.” 

One office of reason is to accept 
a certain fact, even though, for 
the time, it cannot be reconciled 
with other supposed facts less es- 
tablished. Dr. Gardner, of Glas- 
gow, used to say: “A boulder is 
an unmistakable fact, and the tale 
of geology must be accommodated 
to the fact of the boulder.” The 
Gospels are full of boulders. Ad- 
mit the facts, and then ask, if 
you will, how they came. 


The Bible says: “The fool hath 
said in his heart, there is no God.” 
(Ps. 14:1) Even the fool only says 
so in his heart, for he is too wise 
to say so with his mouth. How 
anyone can honestly doubt that 
there is a God is more and more 
a mystery. We feel with Prof. 
Max Miiller that “The real prob- 
lem is, not how a revelation was 
possible, but how a veil could ever 
have been drawn between the 
creature and the Creator, inter- 
cepting from a human mind the 
rays of divine truth.” One may 
find that there are other primary 
truths which demand acceptance, 
such as these: I am; I am intelli- 
gent; I am capable of moral 
choice, etc. But whatever the 
primary truths are, settle them. 

2. Go slow in abandoning moor- 
ings. Be conservative. “Believe 
your belief and doubt your 
doubts.” Never make the mistake 
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of doubting your beliefs and be- 
lieving your doubts. Whoever 
said this originally made a pro- 
foundly wise statement. Especial- 
ly in matters of religion, the pre- 
sumption is against what is nov- 
el: as Parke Godwin used to say, 
“There is a great deal of so-called 
original investigation in which 
the originality far surpasses the 
investigation.” 

There is an impression abroad 
that it is a manly thing to doubt; 
that it shows some superiority 
over other men to cast away old 
and cherished beliefs, and to scoff 
at creeds. Mr. Spurgeon used to 
say: “It may be a great thing to 
doubt, but it is a greater thing to 
hold your tongue till you get rid 
of your doubts, and then speak 
what you know.” Goethe, though 
himself an unbeliever, exclaimed: 
“Give us your convictions; as for 
doubts, we have already plenty of 
our own.” One of the wisest say- 
ings of Horace Bushnell was: 
“When in doubt, if we act and 
live as if our doubts were true, 
declension follows, and our 
doubts become to us practical 
realities. But if we hold on to 
God, and live and act as if we 
new they were not true, we 
emerge from the eclipse into light 
and peace.” 

Notions and opinions are 
changeable; like spiders’ webs, 
easily formed, skillfully woven, 
and often as easily broken. The 
forces that move and mould man- 
kind are the convictions that are 
intelligent and unchangeable. 

3. Cultivate intellectual 
In other words, don’t be a fool, 
but use common sense. As we 
have already said, we are given 
reason in order to use it. Locke 
remarks: “To abandon the use of 
reason in matters of revelation is 
like putting out the eyes in order 
to use a telescope.” Louis Paton 
adds, “A wise man and a lunatic 
differ in this: that a wise man 
accepts and acts on facts, a luna- 
tic accepts and acts on fancies.” 

There are several ways of 
showing sanity. For instance, do 
not demand mathematical proof 
for moral propositions. You can 
prove mathematically that two 
and two make four, and that the 
three interior angles of a triangle 
together equal two right angles. 


But you cannot prove that a 
and a lie are morally different, | 
mathematics. Moral propositic 
demand moral demonstratio 
Hence it is only a fool who d 
mands mathematical proof in # 
moral realm. 

Dante says that man has th 
virtue in himself which sho 
occupy “the threshold of assent, 
It is only a fool, again, who de 
mands a religion without mysten § 
ies, for as Robert Hall 
“Such a religion would be a tem 
ple without a God.” Again, 
wise man accepts an adeq 
hypothesis. It is an impo 
law that, if a supposed theory re 
conciles all the facts, we need le 
no further for a solution. 


Dr. Hanson says, “The Chrig 
tian religion is absolutely unique 
in its theory of atonement, if 
conditions of salvation, its union}; 
with a personal Redeemer, an 
the contents of its saving Gospel,” 
There is absolutely no way to at 
count for Christianity except }j 
its own explanation of itself. The 
theories of Infidelity present mor 
mysteries than Christianity doag 

4. Accept your limitations. Bi 
humble. It is surprising how 
many great minds have bowed be 
fore the Christian religion in all 
ages. It does not follow that 4 
thing is contrary to reason be 
cause it is beyond reason. It may 
transcend the power of reason, a 
an object may be beyond the 
vision, but it may be no less @ 
fact than what is beyond the r 
of sight. While great minds ae§j; 
cept great truths, small minds of § ; 
ten construct idols, not of wood 
or of stone, but, as the Duke off; 
Argyle says, “of their own ab 
stract conceptions.” 

One of the greatest English 
men, Mr. Gladstone, was a simple 
humble believer; and one of thé 
greatest Americans, Mr. Webster, | 
said, “Put on my monument}. 
‘Lord, I believe; help Thou my ut 
belief.’ * Where such great me 
have led, humbler men sho 
have little hesitation in following. 


5. Be intellectually honest. Men . 
tal candor is something a 
Tennyson said long ago that ‘ 
truthful man generally has al 
virtues.” Sin is born of presump> 
tuous intelligence. Satan is the 


embodiment of intellect withe ‘ 


ie 
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od, the father of lies. We know 
w things so rare as absolute in- 
ectual integrity—a type of 
. ood where there is an honest 
iesire and determination to fol- 
pw truth wherever it leads, and 
any cost to one’s self; but it 
8. 
10% d ‘There is much that is seen, 
ent fwhich will soon pass away like 
0 G&Bthe vapor or cloud which envelops 
‘Ster mountain; but the unseen 
mountain, itself glorious, like the 
tem§Great White Throne, will stand 
nN, 4§mmoved when fifty centuries of 
I doud and mist have fled into 
fothingness. The man who de- 
y 1% sires to look for truth, and, when 
look he finds it, sticks to it whatever 
‘fit may cost him, has the essentials 
hri¢ §0f the Eternal in him. 





































































Lique§ 6. Be independent. If necessary, 
» lB dare to stand alone and not blind- 


niony ly follow the multitude, or even 

yy some so-called great men. Fran- 
pel tis Bacon long ago said that there 
> 86 F were four idols that men follow— 
t D¥fthose of the tribe, the den, the 
market place, and the theatre; in 
other words, the national idols, 
the scholar students, the dema- 
gogues, and the orators. If one 
would keep his beliefs he must 
guard his company. 

It is far easier to suggest a 
‘i doubt than to answer it. Any fool 
bef can ask questions which no wise 
Man can answer, but no wise man 
can propound a question which he 
will not find some fool ready to 
attempt to answer. One needs to 
guard himself against the subtle 
influences of current doubt which 
is in the very air we breathe. 
Dare to stand, as we have said, 
if necessary, alone. 


7. Apply historical tests. One 
ounce of experience is worth a 
ton of argument. Ask yourself 
what are the fruits of faith and 
of unbelief. Search into history. 
You will find that doubt and skep- 
ticism never yet brought satisfac- 
tion, but only entail misery and 
despair; and that the purest and 
happiest lives have ever been the 
development of sincere, earnest 
[en beliefs. A man of subtle reason- 
=4 ing asked a poor peasant where 
} Was the internal evidence which 
proved the Bible true. 








“No terms of controversial art 
had ever reached his ear; 
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He laid his hand upon his heart 
and only answered, Here.” 


Francis Bacon said he would 
rather believe the fables of the 
Talmud and the Koran than that 
this universal frame is without 
mind. It is a notable fact, to 
which Prof. Orr has called atten- 
tion, that, if there is a drift away 
from faith to skepticism, there is 
a still more decided drift from 
skepticism back to faith ; and this, 
too, not among common folk only, 
but among scientific men. 

It is worth while to ask where 
Infidelity will take you, and to fol- 
low the methods of logic to a re- 
ductio ad absurdum. Mr. Spur- 
geon used to put things very 
bluntly, as when he said: “If we 
are only the advanced descend- 
ants of the ape, let us conduct 
our devotions accordingly, and 
address our daily petitions to our 
father, which is up a tree.” 


Dr. McCosh used to say: 
“There is a Nemesis in Philoso- 
phy as there is in morality. Hume, 
the skeptic, was the Avenger who 
drove to its consequences the er- 
ror that prevailed from Descartes 
to Berkeley. Herbert Spencer is 
the Avenger who is leading on to 
Agnosticism the error that has 
remained in the prevailing philos- 
ophy.” 


ANCHORS OF BELIEF 


Having already briefly consid- 
ered the intellectual aspects of 
this subject, we are now prepared 
to look at its moral bearings. 
These are even more important 
than the mental, as they have 
more to do with the foundations 
of character. Again let us indi- 
cate the lines of thought by a few 
sensible maxims, which seem 
largely self-evident, like axioms 
in mathematics. 

1. Be teachable: that is, open 
to moral conviction. Docility is 
one of the highest attainments. A 
thoroughly teachable spirit is 
close akin to moral honesty. It is 
possible by prejudice to fortify 
the whole nature against truth; 
so to hinder it that it has no real 
opportunity of influencing charac- 
ter. Our Lord said to the men of 
His day, “Except ye see signs and 
wonders, ye will not believe”; 
that is, unless their curiosity for 

(Continued on page 24) 


LIPS THAT 
NEVER SMILED 


Dear Friends: 

I want you to excuse me for the letter 
I’m sending to you. I am a very miser- 
able girl because my cruel destiny gave 
me very bad strokes since I was but a little 
child. I was only 12 years old when I 
was affected by T.B. For ten whole years 
I have been sick in bed suffering bitterly. 
I have not experienced any joy in my 
life, and my lips have never smiled. I 
get awfully disappointed and tears roll 
down my face whenever I think that 
there is nobody to care for me. My -|- 
mother tries so hard to support my 5. 
younger brothers and sisters. They are 
not only very poor, but victims of the. 
last earthquake too. Our house was com-: 
pletely destroyed, that is why they are 
living in a hut now. My sister, who could 
help my mother a little, recently got 
sick too. 

Please dear friends, don’t close your 
heart to my appeal and send whatever 
you want. If I had money to buy the 
medicine perhaps I would feel better. 
I'll be grateful to you all my life. All 
my hopes are set on you. 

Yours respectfully, 
Panayiota Demopoulou, 
Athens, Greece 


How can we call ourselves Christians 
and refuse to put a smile on the lips of 
this girl? She certainly needs the Word 
of God as so many of the other 2,200 
patients in this Sanitarium in Greece do. 
But as the Word of God is given to her, 
we must also make her feel in a tangible 
way our love by providing the needed 
medicine, food and clothing. The same 
we must do for her dear homeless earth- 


American Mission to Greeks has the op- 
portunity of distributing to such needy 
families in Greece 2,000 food packages. 
With only one dollar 22 Ibs. of butter, 
cheese, beans and rice can be placed in 
the hands of a hungry family. This 
Thanksgiving, show you are thankful 
for your abundance by sharing. Remem- 
ber that % of the people in the world 
go hungry every night, and over three 
out of the eight million of them are in 
Greece whose population is only eight 
million. Will they go hungry even after 
you have read this? 

Please send your gifts to Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Dept. C, P. O. 
Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Avenue, Toronto 7, 
Ontario.) 








Vatican Politics 
in Poland 


by Antoni Gronowicz 


Poland, so recently the scene of political and social unrest, is a pre- 
dominantly Catholic country which has been subjugated by the Commu- 
nists. But in spite of this anomalous situation and the fact that Protestants 


form only a very small minority, the Bible is finding remarkable entrance ( 


into the lives of this once Protestant people. 

According to the 1955 report of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
18,817 Bibles, 11,644 New Testaments, and 152,949 Scripture portions 
were distributed—a total of 183,410, which marks the largest number 
for one year in the history of the Bible Society in that country. 

Is unhappy Poland again seeking to throw off the Roman Catholic 
yoke of suppression? In this issue, Mr. Gronowicz continues his interesting 
account of Poland's struggles against encroaching spiritual darkness. 


HE APPEARANCE of Martin Lu- 

ther in Germany in 1517 was 
felt on a wide scale in Poland. 
Honest Polish priests began to 
revolt against the Pope, seeing 
moral ruin and exploitation of 
the people in allegiance to Rome. 
Reverend Jan Seklucjan and Do- 
minican Samuel began their work 
in Poznan; Reverend Jakob 
Knabe in Gdansk; Reverend 
Krzysztof in Gniezno; and Domin- 
ican Wolanty in Silesia. Because 
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of their teachings, the more en- 
lightened noblemen began to ex- 
ercise their influence on the king 
to curtail the power and privi- 
leges of the Roman hierarchy. 
In 1520 King Zygmunt I called 
together an unusual Sejm (Par- 
liament) to make laws to prevent 
the bishops and monks from un- 
mercifully exploiting the people. 
But it was not until the year 1535 
at a convention in Piotrkow that 
Sejm commissioned the king to 


abolish the privileges of the cl 
cal estates. This was a significant 
victory for those who were ad 
ents of reform and progress. 


The Reformation reached ts 
+ 


height and won its greatest nu 


ber of Polish converts during the, . 


middle of the sixteenth century§ ' 


People of foreign countries ep 


vied the freedom of thought ané§,i- 


conscience enjoyed by the Pole 
at that time, and there was 
widespread exchange of thou 
writings, and even personal visits, 
all of which fostered a high de 
gree of independent intellect 
activity. : 

Protestantism had an impor 
tant influence on the development 
of Polish speech and on the rig 
and development of literature ij 
the native tongue. The first write 
of prose and poetry in the Polish 
language was a Protestant, Mike 
laj, of Naglowice. 

Because of the continual urgi 
of the Roman Catholic pried 
that their parishioners put mone 
in the collection boxes, Rej wrote 
in one of his poems: 


“If I were the worst of all bad 
people, 

And gave a dime, then I am not 
lost. 

But if I give a big gift 

My feet go straight to heaven,” 


‘Besides Rej and the historian 
#0sz, who criticized Pope Boni 
ee VIII very strongly, ther 
p other writers and scientis# 
acclaimed the Protestant 


‘Weachings, such as Arianism ani 
gatheranism. 


f 
pene IS AN INTERESTING ani 
amusing story attached to the 
writer Jan Kochanowski. Becaust 
his fame as a poet was great i 
the sixteenth century, and be 
cause at heart he was a Protes 
tant, the Roman Catholic Church 
tried to bribe him at all cost. Evel 
though he was not a priest and 
had no intention of becoming one, 
he was given money by two par 
ishes in Zwolin and Poznan for 
many years. Finally, when the 
bishop of the Poznan province be 


‘came convinced that Kochanow- 


ski was still wading in heresy and 
had no thought of respecting the 


Pope, the bishop demanded the 
return of the money he had re 
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pived from the two parishes. 
m} Another famous writer, Rever- 

‘ind Stanislaw Grochowski, was 
Heprived of his clerical duties be- 
Sitause of a poem “Women’s Cir- 

tle,” in which he satirized the Ro- 
man dignitaries. 

The father of modern astron- 
tiomy, Mikolaj Kopernik (Coper- 
amiinicus), was confined to a monas- 
l@ttery for criticizing the stupidity 
‘S Gof the clerics. After the death of 
884} Kopernik in the year 1543, he and 
Sit§ $1 his works, including his main 

accomplishment in astronomy De 
tualiRevolutionibus Orbium Celesti- 
‘Jum, were officially denounced by 
POERome as being against the spirit 
nentfof the church. It was not until 
ithe first part of the nineteenth 
© Micentury that the works of Koper- 
tt nik were removed from the church 
lish files of prohibited books, so as not 
1ik0-J fo embarrass the Papacy over this 

_ incident. This is just another clas- 
eat sic example of the intelligence of 
oney 
Tote 






















































































the Roman rulers in regard to 
knowledge and learning. 

The same honor that befell Ko- 
pernik came to other Polish men 
of learning. Two philosophers 
Iizanin and Trzecieski, professors 
at the University of Krakow, 
were excommunicated from the 
church because they had the cour- 
age to speak the truth, and the fa- 
mous naturalist, Stefan Fali- 
mierz, also met the same fate. 

In the year 1539, Katarzyna 
Laszkowska, a doctor and active 
Protestant, was burned to death 
at the Krakow square by Italian 
monks, and fifty years later the 
scholar Kazimierz lLyszczynski 
met the identical fate on the same 
spot ; other less known Protestant 
scholars went the same way. 
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t IN] "-HESE MURDEROUS ACTS were 
be usually carried out by Italian 

7 and German monks sent by Rome, 


who knew nothing about Poland 
and could not even speak the Po- 
lish language well. In spite of the 
crimes committed by these Roman 
agents who dominated Poland, the 
Protestants struggled on inces- 
santly for a national church. 
Even Archbishop Jakob Uchanski 
opposed this terror of the foreign 
papal agents, and at Sejm de- 
Manded that the Polish Catholic 
Church be separated from Rome. 

The Protestants guided their 
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work in the direction of educating 
society in true independent reli- 
gious thought. That is why in the 
sixteenth century there were 
about nine translations of the 
Bible made by different authors. 
Mikolaj Radziwill translated the 
Old and New Testaments, which 
were printed at Brzesc in the 
year 1563. The translation made 
by Jesuit Father Wujek did not 
appear until thirty years later. 

In increasingly greater num- 
bers converts to Lutheranism, and 
later to Calvinism (in 1539 Cal- 
vin appealed to the Poles to throw 
off the Papal yoke), were appear- 
ing throughout the entire coun- 
try. They began to develop defin- 
ite organizations, steadily in- 
creasing in strength. By the mid- 
dle of the sixteenth century they 
had become a powerful factor in 
the life of the country, influencing 
Sejm and even the king. The 
papal nuncio, sent by an alarmed 
Pope to reorganize the Catholics, 
reported to his superior that Prot- 
estantism had conquered almost 
all of Poland and that, in his 
opinion, the country was lost to 
Catholicism. 

But the Pope did not give up so 
easily and with twofold energy 
threw enormous amounts of mon- 
ey into the fight; he also tried to 
bribe Protestants in Poland. The 
new nuncio Lipoman began to 
arouse differences among the 
Protestants. It was through his 
intrigue that two famous reform- 
ers, Jan Laski and Lismanin, 
were accused of spying in behalf 
of the Germans and English and 
were forced to leave Poland. 


From the year 1555 Rome had 
its official “diplomatic” represent- 
ative in Poland, whose work was 
to inform the Pope about the 
king’s politics and the Protestant 
movement, and also to reorganize 
the espionage system. Every 
three months a special courier 
left for Rome carrying informa- 
tion given by these spies, with the 
comments and observations made 
by the nuncio. The decisive voice 
in Rome was that of a cardinal 
who specialized only in Polish 
affairs; he received a thousand 
ducats yearly from the royal 
treasury. He loudly proclaimed 
his love for Poland and was sup- 
posed to defend Polish interests 


before the Pope. But even with 
all this, Poland was not too sure 
of a Pope who demanded more 
and more taxes and wanted help 
in attacking Russia in order to 
spread Romanism there. 


At THE REQUEST of the papal 

nuncio Commendoni, Cardinal 
Hozjusz brought Jesuits into Po- 
land in 1564. That very year re- 
sults were seen: Zygmunt II Au- 
gust, the last king of the Jagiello 
dynasty, at the Sejm in Parczew 
ousted and condemned the Protes- 
tants, even though the majority 
of the members of Sejm were op- 
posed to any meddling by Rome 
in Polish politics. 

The work of the Jesuits pro- 
gressed smoothly and _ success- 
fully. Stefan Batory (1576- 
1586), aided by them in gaining 
the throne, brought forth at their 
suggestion the so-called Pacta 
Conventa, which guaranteed the 
noblemen freedom of rule and by 
this action weakened the state 
considerably. 

The next king to follow Batory 
was Zygmunt III, who was well 
taught in Jesuit schools. Under 
the leadership of this king an op- 
portunity arose to unite the two 
greatest Slavic countries, Russia 
and Poland. But here again the 
clever work of the nuncio and the 
Jesuits prevented this union, 
which would have strengthened 
anti-Roman forces. The Jesuits of 
non-Polish origin began their 
work in earnest outside the coun- 
try. Their politics inside the 
country can be judged by the fol- 
lowing excerpts from a famous 
Polish historian, Dr. Waclaw 
Sobieski : 

“In June of the year 1614, Poz- 
nan Jesuit students burned a Lu- 
theran church on Lysa Gora, beat 
up hospital patients, and two 
weeks later these same Jesuit stu- 
dents attacked a congregation of 
Czech brothers, destroyed their 
homes, shot at their minister, 
stole his belongings, and chopped 
up the benches and the pulpit. 
After their destruction was done, 
in the year 1614 Bishop Opalinski 
forbade anyone to restore the 
ruined congregations. These Poz- 
nan congregations were to lie in 
ruins forever. On the exact spot 
where one Lutheran church had 


il 


been, the Barefooted Carmelites 
built a Catholic monastery. The 
Benedictine monks took over an 
old Protestant church built by the 
voivode Gorski. 

“In Lublin similar Catholic 
mobs assailed an Evangelist 
home, and after continual de- 
struction in 1611, 1614, and 1620, 
it was taken over by the Carmel- 
ites. The Evangelists moved their 
congregation to the home of a 
nobleman in the suburbs. But a 
day of judgment had to come to 
these ‘heretics.’ Home after home 
was destroyed, even that of an 
aristocrat Firleja Belz Castellan, 
where many Protestant preachers 
tried to find shelter. 

“The tribunals and the lower 
courts in the Lublin province 
were so dominated by Catholic 
influence that Protestants were 
called before the judges and or- 
dered to become Roman Catholics. 

“The year 1627, the last black 
date of those critical times, 
brought virtual extermination to 
the Protestant congregations of 
the Polish cities. 

“In 1591, the last Protestant 
church in Krakow was destroyed, 
in 1616 the last in Poznan, in 
1627 in Lublin. But in spite of 
all this tumult the church in Wil- 
no which had been destroyed was 
rebuilt in 1611 and lasted until 
the time of Wladyslaw the IV, 
because of its strong foundation, 
high walls and alert guards. 

“At the very beginning of 
Wladyslaw’s reign a disgraceful 
riot broke out in Krakow. Jesuit 
students seized the coffin of a 
Protestant woman and tore the 
clothes from her dead body. They 
threw the coffin in a pool of wa- 
ter, then chained it to a horse 
and led it around the city, shout- 
ing and yelling hysterically and 
throwing mud and stones at the 
body. Finally they threw the body 
in the Vistula river, thus making 
it impossible for her family to 
rescue her for proper burial. 

“Some of the spectators thor- 
oughly enjoyed this spectacle and 
a University president watched 
the disgraceful riot without a 
word of protest.” 


N THE YEAR 1611 the Jesuits or- 


ganized pogroms against the 
Protestants in Warsaw, Krakow, 
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Lublin, and Poznan. One of the 
most outstanding Protestant 
Brothers, Jan Tyszkowic, was cut 
to pieces on the square in War- 
saw. These pogroms were re- 
peated in 1627 with even greater 
violence, as the whole country 
continued to lose what freedom it 
had had and the working people 
began to be exploited unmerciful- 
ly. These organized outbursts of 
the Jesuits weakened the unity 
and power of the country. Soon 
the Jesuits were leading the king 
by the nose and the noblemen 
were gradually embracing the 
faith of the Pope. 

The Jesuit principle was sim- 
ple: the weaker the country the 
better for them. Their growing 
influence can be seen in the fol- 
lowing: In 1658, Sejm ordered all 
Protestants to leave Poland and 
in the following year categorical- 
ly prohibited the entrance of any 
Protestants on Polish soil. The 
edicts especially affected the Po- 
lish Brothers, also known as Ari- 
ans. This order of Sejm forced 
them to go underground, organ- 
izing secret societies which later 
branched out into the Polish Ma- 
sonic movements, among which 
was the lodge “Great East.” 


The Masons and those affiliated 
with them had many great patri- 
ots, writers, and leaders among 
their members, such as General 
Tadeusz Kosciuszko, Kazimierz 
Brodzinski, Adam Mickiewicz, 
and many others. History records 
no famous names among the Jesu- 
its, who worked in nameless 
groups because their aim was to 
weaken and ruin the country. 
During the reign of Zygmunt III, 
they organized the revolts of the 
Cossacks, who devastated the 
eastern part of Poland in order 
to weaken the king’s rule, to force 
him to pay higher taxes to Rome, 
and to prevent the growth of un- 
derstanding and friendship be- 
tween Poland and Russia. Again 
during the reign of Michal Kory- 
but and Jan Sobieski, the Jesuits 
used the Cossacks to sow dissen- 
sion between the two Slavic 
countries. 


Two contemporary Roman 
“guardians” of Poland, Cardinals 
Orsini and Barberini, played a 
big role in this. For the one thou- 
sand five hundred ducats a year 


they received from the Polish ro 
al treasury they were to defen 
Polish interests before the Popg 
but these two cardinals workey 
for Russia and the Pope and r t me 
for the country that paid theirf 
huge salaries. 

N INTERESTING STORY is old FS | 

about one such protector. The 
“guardian” for King August I 
was the German aristocrat Theo 
dore Schenck, rector of S. Ma 
dell’anina, a German church 
Rome. In 1712 Prince Theodo 
sweetheart, Sister Innocent of th 
Dominican order, delivered an ah 
ti-Polish Easter sermon from th 
pulpit of this church. She had m 
right to make such a sermon, a@ 
cording to theological regulation 
but she hated Poland and Poli 
stubborn insistence on ridding it 
self of German influence so fierce 
ly that she was willing to risk 
everything to speak out publicly, 

She was not the only enemy @ 
Poland; Poland’s enemies mult 
plied like mushrooms after a rain 
storm, and the glory that had 
been hers was disappearing quick 
ly. The selfishness of the noble 
men and the Liberum Veto, which 
enabled one dissenting voice 
break up Sejm, brought bribery, 
treachery and an unheard-of e 
ploitation of the peasant. More 
and more churches and monastet 
ies were built because the noble 
men wanted the Roman Catholic 
clergy on their side, and less and 
less money was spent for the de 
fense of the country. Poland’ 
power was rapidly fading. He 
neighbors, Russia, Germany and 
Austria, plotting with Rome, be 
gan to trade the Polish throne 
which after the expiration of the 
Jagiello dynasty was ruled by 
elective kings, starting in the year 
1572. 

These kings, chosen by Sejm if 
order to insure their reign, prom 
ised various privileges to the 
noblemen and the influential Ro 
man priests, not to mention su 
dry favors given Poland’s neigh 
bors. Very often these neighbors 
backed their own candidates for 
the Polish throne. 

Rome, whose influence was a 
great in the first half of the eight 
eenth century, could have saved 
this Catholic country from het 
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litical folly, but the internal 

nd external weaknesses of the 
maigtate were to Rome’s advantage. 
The Pope was interested only in 
gimaterial gain and political influ- 


theigfence in Poland. He was quite wil!- 


ing to hand the country over to 
‘fRussia because the power of the 
afOzar was growing and there was 
.jsome hope that he would agree to 

the spreading of Catholicism in 
44, hussia, if the Pope played his 
sthand well. 

Poland was now only a harm- 
sBless victim with which Rome 
»a could bribe the czars, who were 

anxious to extend their boundar- 
jes further west. Roman politics 
in regard to Poland were espe- 
cially brutal during the time of 
two Popes, Innocent XIII (1721- 
1724) and Benedict XIII (1725- 
1730). Through their nuncios, 
they not only tried to control Po- 
land politically, but ignored the 
primate, known as Legatus Na- 
tus, who was always of Polish 
descent. 

According to church law, the 
primate was to have supreme au- 
thority in the bishop’s courts and 
the nuncio’s tribunals. But the 
Pope ‘feared that the primate, a 
native Pole, would severely pun- 
ish the many offenses committed 
by the clergy, so he made every 
effort to put the courts under his 
jurisdiction, and after years of 
bargaining he achieved his wish. 
Two successive nuncios, Santini 
and Paulucci, finally accomplished 
this by permitting all the clergy, 
regardless of whether they were 
of Polish descent or not, to do as 
they pleased and to be responsible 
only to Rome and not to the 
primate. 


THs the Pope became the su- 

preme authority and highest 
tribunal of appeal in the Polish 
clerical courts. Neither the king 
nor society had anything to say 
if a clergyman committed an of- 
fense against the Polish state. The 
independence of the church es- 
tates was another important 
threat to the liberty of the coun- 
try. All church property belonged 
to the jurisdiction of Rome and 
in this way became independent 
states within the country. Pope 
Innocent XIII inaugurated this 

(Continued on page 20) 


a NOVEMBER, 1956 


Grandma, What Big Teeth 
You Have! 

Wichita, Kansas—... The 
{Catholic Central] Union made 
nine declarations of social action, 
including a_ strongly worded 
warning against what is called 
“injustices” that hamper the con- 
tinued operation and development 
of Catholic schools... 

In the declaration on justice in 
education, the Union said that 
there is mounting evidence of a 
growing spirit of ill will and in- 
tolerance on the part of those who 
would claim for tax-supported 
public school systems a monopoly 
on education of all American 
youth, while at the same time ig- 
noring or else minimizing, if not 
vilifying as undemocratic or divi- 
sive, the contributions of Catholic 
school systems. Parents with 
children in Catholic schools should 
receive income tax deductions for 
tuition payments, the Union said. 


The Register, August 12, 1956 


Swiss Catholics 
Crave Tolerance 

Einsiedeln, Switzerland — Ex- 
pressing concern about “the in- 
creased tension between the vari- 
ous denominations,” the Bishops 
of Switzerland appealed for char- 
ity toward all. 

The statement was made at the 
Swiss Hierarchy’s annual confer- 
ence, at which Bishop Angelo G. 
Jelmini, Apostolic Administrator 
of Lugano, presided. The call for 
tolerance was apparently moti- 
vated by bad feelings on the part 
of certain Swiss Protestants be- 
cause of Catholic endeavors to 
have the national ban on Jesuits 
lifted. 

“We beg our brethren separat- 
ed in the faith,” the Bishops 
pleaded, “to be objective in their 
judgments, and to safeguard the 
peace ... The faithful we urge 
not to be misled by agitators, but 


to practice tolerance and charity 
in their private lives as well as in 
public, while upholding their con- 
victions. 

“We must respect the sincere 
religious opinions of others” the 
statement continued, “‘and should 
carry on discussion in a spirit of 
soberness, honesty, and good 
will.” 

The Bishops issued an invita- 
tion to Protestants to “share in 
the common task for the religious 
and moral benefit of all.” 

The Register, August 12, 1956 


By Their Fruits 
A pre-eminent characteristic of 
Loyola and his “Company of Je- 
sus” was blind obedience to the 
will of Christ as manifested 
through His vicar on earth. When 
he and his little group met to dis- 
cuss the form which their institu- 
tion would take, a lengthy contro- 
versy arose over a solemn vow of 
obedience to the Holy Father. 
Throughout it St. Ignatius reiter- 
ated his assurance that only com- 
plete submission to the will of the 
Pope would bring the certain as- 
surance they were following the 
will of God. Never in his lifetime 
did he seek to interpret the Pon- 
tiff’s words to suit his own ends 
or to question them. He simply 
obeyed them. His filial attitude 
toward the Papacy was such that 
one cannot doubt that he would 
have accepted, as God’s will, the 
Act of the Suppression of the So- 
ciety of Jesus which was signed 
by Pope Clement XIV in 1773. 
The Tablet, August 11, 1956 





CANDLE OF 
THE MONTH 
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In the Roman Calendar, 
November, the “month of 
the Holy Souls,” begins 
with All Saints’ Day and 
All Souls’ Day, the latter 
relating directly to the doc- 
trine of purgatory. 


There Is No Purgatory 


By George C. Douma 


Both the Protestant and Catholic Bibles concur in the fact— 


so admirably contradicted by Roman Catholic Tradition— 


that purgatory is not divinely ordained. In the following 


discourse, first presented as a sermon, guest author Douma 


ably defends the Protestant viewpoint that 


“But Abraham said, Son, re- 
member that thou in thy lifetime 
receivedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things: but 
now he is comforted, and thou 
art tormented. And besides all 
this, between us and you there is 
a great gulf fixed: so that they 
which would pass from hence to 
you cannot; neither can they pass 
to us, that would come from 
thence.” (Luke 16:25-26) 


HERE ARE TWO THINGS which I 
must say before we deal with 

the Roman Catholic doctrine of 
purgatory. First, this subject will 
be considered in a fair spirit: we 
shall use their official] definition 
and relay a dependable interpre- 
tation as given by a Roman Cath- 
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olic. Second, all we say will be 
presented in a spirit of love. Not 
an ounce of bitterness motivates 
our dealing with this subject, but 
only a deep conviction that the 
Christian Faith teaches clearly 
that there is no purgatory. 


WHAT IS PURGATORY? 


The word of God teaches that 
there is a heaven and hell, but 
gives no evidence whatsoever that 
there is a purgatory. Naturally 
we must know what is meant by 
purgatory. However, I am not go- 
ing to give my own definition. We 
submit the Baltimore Catechism 
definition, which is officially en- 
dorsed by the Roman Church: 
“Purgatory is the state in which 
those suffer for a time who die 
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guilty of venial sins, or without 
having satisfied for the punish . fo 
ment due to their sins.” mz 
A more detailed description jf! 
was presented in an article inf! 
Look magazine (October 21, 1952, #} 
on page 78) entitled “What Is aj” 
Catholic?” This article was writ. } 
ten by John Cogley, who was ex- 
ecutive editor of Commonweal, @ 
weekly magazine edited by lay 
Catholics. In the paragraph 
“What Is Purgatory?” he writes: 
“Like ‘heaven’ or ‘hell,’ the word 
‘purgatory’ refers to a place and 
state. Catholics believe that pur- 
gatory exists to purge those soulg 
who are not yet pure enough for 
heaven but have not died in @ 
state of serious (mortal) sin. 
Such near-saints must undergo 
the pain of intense longing for 
God until they have paid the debt 
of temporal punishment due them 
because of their sins on earth. In 
a word, purgatory exists to make 
saints who will be ready for the 
purity of God’s presence. If one 
does not succeed in becoming a 
saint on earth but yet escapes 






































































































eternal hell, he is purified in} * 
purgatory.” : 
BASIS FOR THIS DOCTRINE 

There is no Biblical basis for } 
this doctrine. The chief proof text } ; 








quoted by Catholics is found in II 
Maccabees, and anyone who reads 
it carefully can conclude that it 
actually has no reference to pur- 
gatory. Protestants, of course, do 
not even accept the books of Mac- 
cabees as belonging to the Canon 
of Scripture. 

However, it is conceded by Ro- 
man Catholic scholars that the 
main basis for their belief in pur- 
gatory is not Scripture but tradi- 
tion. Tradition is the accumu- 
lated opinion of past ages. But 
here again we find contradictory 
evidence. St. Irenaeus, one of the 
early Church fathers, literally de- 
nies. the existence of purgatory. 
St. Augustine in his Commentary 
on I Corinthians 3:15 writes: 

“Such a belief (as the existence 
of expiatory purgatory) is not in- 
credible, but its existence is cer- 
tainly open to discussion.” He al- 
so wrote: “As the Son of God 
alone became the Son of man, to 
make us with Himself sons of 
God, so He alone, without any de- 






















































prits, sustained the punishment 


-« Bfor us, that we, without any mer- 


j i is, might through Him obtain un- 
-.. sdeserved grace.” Or again: “Al- 
- Ethough we die, brethren for breth- 
“fren, yet the blood of no martyr is 
‘fever shed for the remission of 
‘sins. Christ has done this for us.” 

All through the writings of 
Augustine we find that he believed 
in and emphasized the importance 
-fand sufficiency of the death of 
‘§Christ as the only means of for- 
‘fgiveness. Purgatory was not nec- 
essary for purging one of sin. 
Christ accomplished complete for- 
giveness. 

Roman Catholics question the 
existence of purgatory. In a paid 
column sponsored by the Redemp- 
torist Fathers, in the city of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, we read 
the following: “If there is a pur- 
gatory—and 338,000,000 Catho- 
lics are convinced that there is— 
such prayers will be invaluable; 
and if there isn’t—well, no sin- 
cere prayer is wasted, so good will 
come of it anyway.” (Shopping 
News, Nov. 28, 1949) Do you 
sense the doubt? “And if there is 
isn’t . . .”” About heaven and hell 
there is no doubt! There are no 
“ifs” or “ands” about it. Of pur- 
gatory many questions arise, and 
well they should, for there is no 
purgatory. 


WE ASK QUESTIONS 


To those who assume there is a 
purgatory, or to those who actual- 
ly believe in it, we direct these 
three questions: 

1. Roman Catholics claim that 
the Pope is the Vicar of Christ on 
earth! They claim the Pope is the 
Head of the Church temporal. 
Christ is the Head of the Church 
eternal! What domain does the 
Pope have then over souls who 
have left this earth? 

2. If the Pope has control over 
those in purgatory, why isn’t he 
able to tell when those souls are 
released from purgatory? There 
are millions who no longer live on 
earth, for God has removed them 
from our sight and from contact 
with us. What control has anyone 
over those in heaven or hell? Not 
even a little. If purgatory were 
real, how much control do they 
have? None, for in the statement 
of their own doctrine they admit 
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they know not of the soul’s re- 
lease from purgatory. They re- 
alize they have no control! Then 
why the pretense? 

3. God Himself is not a respect- 
er of persons. Then why does the 
Roman Church make a distinction 
between rich and poor? !f a man 
has $10,000 he can buy his way 
out of torment in purgatory earli- 
er than a man who has but a dol- 
lar to give. My friends, where in 
Scripture can we find any evi- 
dence that God saves the rich over 
against the poor? God respects 
nobody’s purse. God loves the 
poor just as much as the rich and 
the rich just as much as the poor. 
God doesn’t look into a man’s 
pocket to find out who will be giv- 
en grace and who will enjoy for- 
giveness of sins. God is no re- 
spector of persons. Then why 
should the rich receive special 
consideration in purgatory? 


MONEY-MAKING DOCTRINE 


The extraction of money for re- 
lease from purgatory is constant- 
ly urged by the Roman Church. A 
very obvious example of this took 
place during World War II in 
Canada. The Archbishop of Win- 
nipeg, Monseignor A. Sinnott, 
guaranteed in a letter sent to all 
Roman Catholic mothers that 
their sons killed in battle would 
be saved from purgatory by a 
payment of $40.00 (payable in 
monthly installments) so that 
prayers and masses could be cele- 
brated for them. This is what he 
wrote: “What better guarantee 
for any boy exposed to all the 
hazards of war! A guarantee 
should he be killed that he will go 
at once to his Maker to be with 
Him for all eternity.” 

One can hardly understand that 
such. crass commercialism could 
exist among the hierarchy, but it 
does. 


WHY THERE IS 
NO PURGATORY 


All the arguments that we may 
muster against the teaching of 
purgatory are as nothing com- 
pared to the teachings of God 
Himself in the Bible. Therefore, 
we shall quote freely from the 
Bible, using in the interest of 
fairness the Douay translation, 
which is the official Roman Cath- 


olic Bible. (We have received per- 
mission to do this by the publish- 
er.) In the sixty-six mutually ac- 
cepted books of the Bible there is 
relatively little difference. 

The Bible points out many ob- 
vious reasons why no Christian 
can believe in purgatory: 

1. There is not one single refer- 
ence to purgatory in the Bible. 
In Ecclesiastes 12:7 we read: 
“And the dust return irto its 
earth, from whence it was, and 
the spirit return to God who gave 
it.” 

Here there is no reference to a 
long wait; no mention of a long 
separation ; and certainly no men- 
tion of a purgatorial state in 
which the soul of man is to be 
purged of his transgressions. The 
Bible does not teach the state of 
purgatory! 


2. The Bible clearly mentions 
two states or places after death, 
and only two! They are heaven 
and hell. Man faces God after 
death. Hebrews 9:27 reads: “And 
as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, and after this the judg- 
ment.” 

Does that give any indication 
that man shall have a lingering 
chance to save his soul? Does it 
say he shail have opportunity a 
second time after his earthly 
journey to make amends for the 
sins that were not amended for in 
this life? None whatsoever ! When 
man dies he is to be judged by 
God. There is no second chance. 
The day of opportunity to save 
his soul is gone. After death he 
has two alternatives: to be with 
God in bliss or to be separated 
from God in damnation. 

Christ knew more about eter- 
nity than anyone else. This is 
what Christ taught, as recorded 
in Luke 16:22-24: “And it came 
to pass that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into 
Abraham’s bosom. And the rich 
man also died, and he was buried 
in hell. And lifting up his eyes 
when he was in torments, he saw 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his bosom: and he cried, and said: 
Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and send Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in 
water, to cool my tongue: for I 
am tormented in this flame.” 

(Continued-on page 22) 





Ready, Aim, Hire 


The Supreme Council of the 
Knights of Columbus, at its 74th 
annual convention held in Detroit, 
voted the establishment of diplo- 
matic relations between the Unit- 
ed States and the Vatican 
through appointment of an am- 
bassador or, “at the very least, 
the appointment of a personal 
representative of the President.” 


State of Shrines 


There is an organization in 
New York State known as the 
Wayside Shrine Movement, which 
has its clearing-house in the office 
of the Catholic Sun, newspaper of 
the Syracuse diocese. 

This anonymous organization 
has completed thus far twenty- 
three wayside shrines. In central 
New York State twenty-seven are 
under construction and seven 
more are planned. 

The project is strongly remi- 
niscent of the experience of the 
ancient Israelites, who “set them 
up images and groves in every 
hill, and under every green tree: 
and there they burnt incense in 
all the high places, as did the 
heathen whom the Lord carried 
away before them; and wrought 
wicked things to provoke the Lord 
to anger: for they served idols, 
whereof the Lord had said unto 
them, Ye shall not do this thing.” 
(11 Kings 17:10-12) 
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EYES OF THE WORLD 


Rome's Attitude 
Toward the Fourth Estate 


Enrique Cardinal Pla y Deniel, 
Archbishop of Toledo and Pri- 
mate of Spain, declared that an 
alert Roman Catholic press is vi- 
tally necessary in order to present 
a Catholic interpretation of cur- 
rent events. 


The cardinal’s statement was 
released in connection with the 
celebration of Catholic Press Day, 
during which collections in sup- 
port of Roman Catholic publica- 
tions were taken up in the Span- 
ish churches. 


The cardinal said that it was a 
matter of joy that Spain has no 
anti-religious press. But he added 
that the secular press did not fall 
completely in line with the Roman 
hierarchy’s point of view. 


Paralleling this statement of 
the Spanish Primate, an editorial 
in the magazine Ecclesia, organ 
of Spain’s Catholic Action, com- 
plained that most Catholic publi- 
cations are not known and that, 
not being on a high level, they 
failed to respond to the challenge 
presented by social and economic 
problems. The only specifically 
Catholic daily in Spain is Ya. But, 
owing to the fact that it is pub- 
lished by laymen, the paper is 
subject to government censorship ; 
consequently, the capacity for 
commenting on current issues is 
gravely impaired. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE & 























Priests and Politics 


The apostolic administrator off 
the archdiocese of Buenos Aires, | 
Argentina, Msgr. Fermin 
Fitte, issued an order on last Juneg 









forbidding Argentine Catholig sec 
priests to “play politics.” Ca 
In a circulay addressed to the an 





clergy, the Roman Catholic priests} 









were ordered not to mention “par § Re 
tisan politics in speeches, sem§ th 
mons, or. private conversations.” an 
Papal pronouncements ordering§ th 
the “complete abstention from§ is 
politics” of their clergy date back§ ve 
to the year 1882, though history§ St 
proves otherwise. 

th 
Bogus Priest sc 





An embarrassing situation came 
to light in Whettersdorf, Alsace, 
France, recently when the cha- 
grined villagers discovered that 
they had confessed their sins to 
the local innkeeper. It seems that 
after the parish priest left the 
church the local innkeeper, a no- 
torious practical joker, slipped in- 
to the confessional box. The un- 
suspecting parishioners, unaware 
of the bogus priest, confessed 
their sins and received their pen- 
ances. It was not until he gave 
one of the penitents a penance of 
imbibing six tankards of ale every 
day at his inn that his true iden- 
tity was discovered. 
















Can You Top This? 


Since 1951 the number of TV 
stations carrying National Coun- 
cil of Catholic Men programs has 
increased from forty-five to 170. 
Among the radio broadcasts are 
the Catholic Hour, for twenty-five 
years on NBC, and Christian in 
Action, in existence for twelve 
years. 

According to a rumor, the NC- 
CM’s film series on the teachings 
of the Roman Catholic Church, 
consisting of thirteen half-hour 
programs that have been distrib- 
uted to some sixty TV outlets free 
of charge, has been given also to 
Army, Navy and Air Force chap- 
lains. These films are to be shown 
to U. S. armed forces personnel 
throughout the world. Plans are 
under way to have the kinescope 
films of the NCCM shown in 
schools, parish halls, and other 
places. 
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lace in th ld, Jesuit Father %0" of the Holy See.” quite likely. For this reason a 
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secretary of the Federation of Controlled schools in the United convenient. If other expectant 
Catholic Universities in the world ‘States. fathers notice you have slid to the 
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eal Gregorian University in Mary's Role in Education your mouth.” Apparently, sociol-. 






: re : ogy from a Roman Catholic view- 
ome, he is active in promoting _ The role of Mary in the educa- point is progressing nicely. 
the unity of Catholic universities tion of a Christian conscience 


and studying them in the light of was the theme of the fifth annual Prince and Pauper 

the Roman faith. At present he «Trye Devotion” seminar for Sis- According to the Tablet, Roman 

is making a tour of Catholic uni- ters, conducted by the editors of Catholic weekly of the Brooklyn 

versities throughout the United the Montfort Fathers’ Queen of diocese, under “normal uses” the 

States. i 5 All Hearts magazine in Bay Vatican uses fifteen tons of can- 
He points out that “in America Shore, Long Island. dles each year. When canoniza- 

the Jesuits have many high Mary’s role, “as the Mother of tions of saints are in process, as 
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out the express demand of Pius full view of television audiences 
XII for universal consecration to ©n September 9, in commemora- 
Mary, lead students to understand tion of Labor Day. 
the consecration and to loyally as- This rarely witnessed ritual, 
No Nun Can Serve Two Masters sume its obligations, Mary’s role “The Blessing of the Tools,” was 
aa in education will produce its full performed at a breakfast spon- 

Official papal recognition was jmpact in their lives.” sored by the Institute of Indus- 
recently granted to a Roman Msgr. Furlong, the vocational trial Relations of the Maryland 
Catholic Order of teaching nuns gijrector of the Archdiocese of Action Guild, dedicated to foster- 
in the United States. The juridi- Newark, insisted that vocations ing harmonious labor-manage- 
coe = eps _ oa as can only be saved if Mary’s role ment relations. 
ants of the Immacula eart of jg gi its ri 

is given its rightful and necessary It’s All in a Word 
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America is well represented at the 
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in | Law (Canon 337, #2), “a dioce- to become totally dependent on Piritual adviser to Spanish Cath- 
ye | San religious congregation re- Mary, their mother. olic Action, denied a recent charge 
mains diocesan even though it has in the British House of Lords 
in the course of time spread to 7; Expec Fathers that “if anyone preaches the word 
several dioceses and it stays un- oy bes of God in Spain on a Protestant 









der the absolute jurisdiction of Professor John J. Kane, head of basis it is illegal.” 
the bishops until it has obtained the sociology department at the According to the bishop, “Prot- 
from the Holy See approval or, University of Notre Dame opined estant pastors can preach without 
at least, the decretum laudis” (de- that expectant fathers suffer emo- hindrance before their flocks in 
cree of praise). tional disorders during their the doctrines of all the dissident 
The decree was read by Arch- wives’ pregnancy, and need help. sects not only of England, but of 
bishop John O’Hara of Philadel- Among other things, he advised the 250 of the United States.” 
phia during official ceremonies. A them to take a supply of cigar- This, he said, is evidenced by the 
New York Herald Tribune report ets, aspirin, earplugs, and good number of Protestant chapels 
states that “the decree, which brandy with them to the hospital. open in Spain. However, “anti- 
confers official papal recognition The earplugs and brandy are Catholic proselytism” is not al- 
upon the 110-year-old organiza- needed because of the constant lowed. The term covers a multi- 
tion, in effect removes it from the paging of doctors with names that tude of restrictions. 
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Defender of the Truth 








The Acts of the Apostles did not end in the first century anno 
Domini. Fourteen centuries later, one of a long series of chapters was 
added when John Hus, the Bohemian reformer and martyr, appeared 
before the Council at Constance and faced his accusers. His Christlike 
demeanor in the midst of those bent upon his destruction is vividly re- 
called in the following translation from a Czech authority by Paul Funda, 
a spiritual descendant of the noble reformer. 





‘Art thou not of my bone, and 
of my flesh?” (JI Samuel 19:13) 


[? WAS EARLY in the morning on 

Saturday, the sixth of July, in 
the year 1415. In the bishop’s 
cathedral in Constance the mass 
had just been concluded. 

The cathedral is overfilled: 
thirty cardinals, thirty - three 
archbishops, one hundred fifty 
bishops, hundreds of prelates and 
doctors, thousands from lay soci- 
eties, and innumerable spectators. 
Enthroned in his box sits King 
Sigismond, a very handsome man 
of high stature, with golden lock 
and sharp look, his features as 
manly as pleasant. All people 
gaze at him. 

But now, looking in another di- 
rection, they see soldiers bring- 
ing in a stooped man in black gar- 
ments with pale, grieved face. Al- 
ready his place is prepared where 
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all can see him comfortably. Just 
as he reaches it, he falls on his 
knees. 

Meanwhile, the Bishop of Lodi 
ascends the pulpit. He reads as 
his text Romans 6:6: “That the 
body of sin might be destroyed.” 
What will he preach about it? 


Body of sin! Ah, how many 
such bodies were before him, and 
for what sins! What haughtiness, 
what ostentation, what luxury, 
what sensuality! “Not even in 
thirty years can the sins which 
are done in these days by the di- 
vine people in our town be washed 
away!” complained the honest of 
Constance. But the Bishop does 
not preach about this. What 
about, then? 

“There is nothing worse than 
heresy. From a little spark may 
leap a fire; therefore, smother the 
spark, that our building might not 
burn down. A rotten sheep may 
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infect the whole flock. Already 
the famous Aristotle has said 
that a trifling error in the begin- 
ning can grow in time to a gigan- 
tic blunder. Kings, princes and 
prelates long ago endeavored by 
themselves to exterminate the 
heresy, but all in vain.” 

Then turning to Sigismond, he 
continued: “To thee, most Chris- 
tian King, is given the honor and 
reputation of uniting the broken 
church, of driving out errors. And 
here is that obdurate heretic, who 
is to be removed from the world 
so that he cannot, with his hereti- 
cal pestilence, corrupt Christen- 
dom any longer. To that end help 
us, O Jesus Christ, blessed from 
everlasting to everlasting. Amen.” 
So he preached. 

And now they start to read to 
the poor man what he has done. 
There are many charges. The 
poor wretch wants to defend him- 
self. 

“Be quiet. We have heard 
enough from thee.” 


A™® Hus—yes, it was “honest, 
well-remembered John Hus” 
—lifts pleading hands to heaven: 
“For God’s sake, hear me, that 
nobody might think I taught 
something heretical. Afterwards 
you can do with me as you like.” 
But again comes the command: 
“Be quiet.” And with that the 
Bishop gives the soldiers a sign to 
make him cease. ; 
Nothing is left for him but to 
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» Jesus Christ, the Crucified. 


hey read further one error after 
‘another, one worse than another. 
| They separate from their context 
‘words which Hus had preached 
‘for written, and assert: Thus has 


he taught. Finally they reproach 
him with these words: 


“Thou pretended thyself to be 


the fourth person in the Holy 


Trinity.” 
Hus erects himself: 


“Tell me the man who uttered 
this lie!” 

But they replied: “That is not 
necessary.” 

When they finally blamed him 
for appealing to Jesus Christ, he 
called aloud: 

““Lord God, this Council con- 
demns even what Thou hast done 
and taught. When Thou wast per- 
secuted by enemies, Thou didst 
commit Thy cause to Thy God 
and Father, and gavest us thereby 
an example to take refuge in 
God.” 

Finally he said: “Besides that, 
I came to the Council of my own 
free will, confiding in the safe- 
conduct of this present Emperor 
to prove my innocence and to ac- 
count for my belief.” And with 
that he looked at Sigismond, and 
the man blushed with shame be- 
fore the whole Council. 


A™ YET they condemned him 

with his books, which he had 
written, also in Czech, which the 
Council had not even seen. Every- 
thing should be burned. Hus at 
that went on his knees and prayed 
aloud: 

“Lord Jesus Christ, forgive all 
my enemies for Thy mercy’s sake. 
Thou knowest they have accused 
me falsely; they bore false wit- 
ness and imposed upon my errors. 
Pardon them for Thy endless 
mercy’s sake.” 

And those who heard it looked 
on him with contempt and 


laughed at him. 


Then they took him and led 
him to the stake. On his head was 
& paper crown on which was 
written: “Arch-heretic—we de- 
vote thy soul to the infernal dev- 
ils.’ When fastened to the stake 
with the wood piled about him, 
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he was offered life if he would 
sign his retraction. 

“What I have written and 
taught,” he said solemnly, “was 
in order to save souls from the 
power of the devil and to deliver 
them from the tyranny of sin; 
and I do gladly seal the same with 
my blood.” 

Upon that, nobles bade the sol- 
diers heap the faggots around 
him. Then, as they lit the fire 
around him, he cried out: 

“Christ, Son of the Living God, 
have mercy on me.” 

When he had uttered this a 
third time his voice was stifled by 
the flames. After his body had 
been utterly consumed, the ashes 
were collected and cast into the 
river Rhine, to prevent the Bo- 
hemians from carrying away any 
relics of him to their country. 

This was written by those who 
saw it with their own eyes, or by 
those who carefully examined all 
records—to witness to the coming 
ages and to Hus’s_ eternal 
memory. 


E MUST ASK: Where did Hus 

get this strength and per- 
severance? Through all his life, 
through all his character, there 
are two conceptions which run 
like colored threads. If they are 
not understood, we cannot under- 
stand his soul, and his life be- 
comes for us an unexplained 
mystery. 

The first of these conceptions 
is Faith, and the second, the 
Scriptures. Remove from his life 
the Holy Scriptures, and do not 
mention his Faith, and Hus, 
whose character is clear as crys- 
tal and distinct as an open book, 
will be wrapped in obscurity and 
will become unintelligible. 

Hus suffered and died because 
he could not do otherwise. God’s 
presence and His will as mani- 
fested in the Bible were so clear 
to him that he could not recant, 
though it cost him his life. 


And as he stands amid the 
flames he says to us across the 
centuries: “Whosoever will save 
his life shall lose it: and whoso- 
ever will lose his life for My sake 
shall find it.” (Matt. 16:25) 
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Vatiean Politics 


(Continued from page 13) 


and Pope Benedict XIII carried 
it out, with a favorable outcome 
for the Papacy. 

The Pope’s power became so 
great that he was able to elect a 
Polish king. On September 12, 
1733, in Wola, the suburb of the 
capital of Warsaw, the voices of 
sixty thousand noblemen elected 
Stanislaw Leszczynski as the next 
Polish king. Pope Clemens XII 
(1730-1740; died blind and syphi- 
litic), together with Austria, Ger- 
many and Russia, was opposed to 
this election. They wished to have 
an obedient German seated on the 
Polish throne. On October 5th of 
the same year, about four thou- 
sand armed noblemen rode into 
the village of Kamien, near War- 
saw, and after some speeches by 
the traitor Bishop Lipski, who 
had sold himself to Russia, they 
made August III the new king. 
At the request of the Pope and his 
special envoy Cardinal Cienfue- 
gos, forty-five thousand Russian 
soldiers waited in the Eastern 
part of Poland for any unexpected 
happening, in case this second 
king did not meet with the ap- 
proval of his “electors.” 


August III, educated in a Jesu- 
it school, was an obedient servant 
to the Pope, and during the peri- 
od of his twenty-nine-year reign 
(1734-1763) he gave Poland over 
completely to Rome and to his 
friendly neighbors Russia, Aus- 
tria and Germany. He occupied 
himself in giving parties and ban- 
quets for high Roman officials, 
and in his spare moments he 
played chess. The country was 
ruled by foreign agents and Pol- 
ish traitors from the families of 
Czartoryski and others. 

In the year 1756, a Jew by the 
name of Jacob Joseph Frank 
made his appearance during the 
reign of August III. He was said 
to have come from Salonica, and 
with the support of the Roman 
Catholic clergy he began anti- 
Jewish movements by founding 
an anti-Talmud sect. He accused 
the Jews of many crimes against 
the Catholics, including the so- 
called “ritual killing,” and tried 
to force the Jews to become Chris- 
tians. 
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The religious Jews became pan- 
icky, fearing this cooperation 
with the Roman clergy. All they 
knew about Frank was that he 
was the head of a small sect 
which had the protection of the 
influential Polish bishops. The 
religious Jews appealed in vain 
to the local church officials to stop 
their untrue propaganda and as a 
last resort sent an envoy to the 
Pope, choosing Jacob Jelek Selech 
for the task. He journeyed to 
Rome to see Pope Benedict XIV 
and later had an audience with 
Clement XIII. Envoy Selech 
begged the Popes to condemn the 
instigator Frank, to prohibit the 
clergy from supporting him, and 
publicly to declare the story. of 
the “ritual murder” as untrue. 


S WAS TO BE EXPECTED, the 

leaders of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church raised no voice in op- 
position to the anti-Jewish prop- 
aganda in Poland. The Popes 
did not care; they had more im- 
portant matters to attend to. A 
definite coalition of Russia, Ger- 
many and Austria was appearing 
on the political horizon. These 
countries were aiming to parti- 
tion Poland between themselves. 
Rome had to work fast to gain 
greater concessions and influence 
in these countries in return for 
the assistance she could give 
them. Orthodox Russia, where 
hundreds and thousands of souls 
might be converted to the Roman 
Catholic religion, was the most 
important. As happened many 
times later, the czars promised the 
Popes a free hand in their coun- 
try and assistance in spreading 
Catholicism among their subjects 
if the Pope would support them 
in their European politics; but in 
the end the czars seldom kept 
their word. Undismayed, Rome 
never gave up and was always 
willing to play along with the 
czars, hoping some day to gain a 
free hand in Russia. 

Cardinal Alexander Albani (the 
protector of Poland in Rome) was 
one of the powerful people with a 
hand in the first partition of Po- 
land. For his protection he re- 
ceived twelve hundred ducats 
yearly from the Polish treasury. 
Through his sweetheart, Livia 
Borghese, known as sanguisuga 
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(leech!), and his nephew, John — 
Francis Albani, he met and con- § 
spired with Stackelberg, the Rus- § 
sian ambassador in Warsaw, to § 
subjugate Poland to Russia. As- 


sistance in this treacherous work 
was given Albani by two Poles, 
the aristocrat Adam Poninski and 
Bishop Massalski. 

Priest Kajetan Ghigiotti (an 
Italian), for thirty years adviser 
to King Stanislaw August, also 
played a part in the Roman sale 
of Poland to Russia, Germany and 
Austria. He lived through all 
three partitions of Poland, died 
in 1796 in Warsaw, and was bur- 
ied there in the Holy Cross ceme- 
tery. In the circle of debauchers, 
Priest Ghigiotti was known as 
“Gaetanino” and was a believer 
in the principle Ubi bonum ibi 
patria (Where good is, there is 
the country). He came to Poland 
in 1760 as secretary to the Papal 
nuncio Visconti. After the first 
partition of Poland in the year 
1772 the Prussian king Frederick 
II presented him with large es- 
tates and nominated him Canon 
of Warmia with a salary of two 
thousand ducats yearly. With this 
appointment Priest Ghigiotti be- 
came subject to Germany, but this 
did not prevent his advising the 
Polish king August III and the 
successive king Stanislaw August 
Poniatowski. 

This Italian priest, servile to 
Germany and adviser to the Pol- 
ish kings, was in love (innamora- 
to morto) with an aristocratic 
Polish woman Wislocka, and in 
the winter of 1775 he gave a par- 
ty to introduce her to Warsaw 
circles. Such parties are described 
in Polish chronicles as fabulous 
affairs. A sleigh alone, built in 
the shape of a boat and offered 
to Madame Wislocka during the 
party, cost three hundred ducats 
in gold. 

For his dutiful work in inter- 
ceding with the czar, Priest Ghig- 
iotti was elevated to a bishop by 
the Pope. Even though money 
flowed like water into the pockets 
of the bishop, Ghigiotti in the 
year 1775 had a debt of twelve 
thousand ducats. King Stanislaw 
August Poniatowski covered these 
debts with his own notes, but 
Pope Pius VI had to buy them 
back so as not to bring embar= 
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"rassment upon his faithful serv- 
“ant. 


T IS WORTHWHILE to draw atten- 

tion once more to the indiffer- 
ent attitude of the Pope toward 
Poland as a nation. At the be- 
ginning of 1768, a group of Pol- 
ish patriots organized the Con- 
federation of Bar (after a town 
of the same name) to fight for the 
independence of their country. 
They appealed to Pope Clement 
XIII for aid. They promised to 
rebuild their country in the spirit 
of Christianity; all they wanted 
now was to free their native land 
from the Russians. They needed 
funds and pleaded with Rome to 
allow them to use the money be- 
longing to the churches for or- 
ganizing an army. Cardinal Tor- 
rigiani, at the order of the Pope, 
sent a letter to the patriot Bishop 
Sierakowski refusing to sanction 
the use of the money and also con- 
demning this struggle for inde- 
pendence organized by the Polish 
people. 

Through the faithful efforts of 
the high Roman officials helping 
Russia, the Catholic church began 
to move further east. Some of 
the lesser Polish clergy in the vil- 
lages and towns, to their ever- 
lasting credit, opposed the pro- 
Russian and pro-German policies 
of the bishops, archbishops, and 
nuncios. Among these simple 
priests were many ardent patriots 
and progressive thinkers, but they 
were suppressed by the iron hand 
of the bishops, who then as now 
were the dictators of their dio- 
cese. 

In December of 1772, the Pope 
received a wonderful reward for 
the aid given Russia by the bish- 
ops. Czarina Catherine II gave 
him permission to open a White- 
Russian bishopric, which included 
the regions of Polock, Witebsk, 
Mscislavsk, Minsk, and Livonia. 
In the summer of the same year 
final arrangements were made by 
Russia, Austria and Germany to 
partition all of Poland. The Pope 
gained both politically and mate- 
rially by this move. 

The successor of Catherine II, 
Emperor Paul I, went even fur- 
ther in cooperating with Rome. 
After the third partition of Pol- 
and, when it was necessary to put 
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the inhabitants of Poland under 
Russian rule and give freedom 
to the clergy, the papal nuncio 
Litta in Warsaw made arrange- 
ments with Czar Paul. In return 
for Rome’s guarantee that the 
clerics in subjugated Poland 
would loyally abide by Russian 
administration orders, the Czar 
made a pact with Pope Pius VI 
on November 15, 1798. The Ro- 
man Catholic Church became 
equal under the law with the dom- 
inating Orthodox Church of Rus- 
sia. 


The papal bull Mazximis Un- 
dique Pressi Doloribus mentions 
these czarist favors for the en- 
slaved Polish Catholics. Accord- 
ing to the “Collected Church 
Laws” published in 1832, church 
estates in Russia gave 6,818,160 
silver rubles yearly to the Pope. 
Seventy-five thousand peasants 
worked to maintain these church 
estates. The Roman clergy re- 
ceived their salaries from the 
ezar’s treasury. The archbishop 
received 11,685 rubles yearly, 
while the bishop received six 
thousand rubles and his assistant 
fifteen hundred rubles. Why did 
the Roman hierarchy have to 
worry about subjugated Poland 
when under the czar’s rule they 
were so well off? 


HEIR ONLY WORRIES lay in sup- 
pressing any liberal move- 
ment such as that of the Polish 
Masons, a group whose members 
were compiled of some of the 
most famous citizens of Poland 
and whose ideal was the freedom 
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and welfare of the country. The 
Polish Masons were bound by 
tradition that went back as far 
as the first years of the state, for 
the early Polish Brothers were 
the spiritual ancestors of the la- 
ter Masonic groups. 


One of the first proclaimers of 
Masonic ideals was Count Rutow- 
ski, and one of the first lodges 
mentioned in history was the 
“Three White Eagles,” founded in 
Warsaw in 1739. Later Mniszek, 
Oginski, and Wielhorski organ- 
ized other groups that quickly 
grew. During the period of Po- 
land’s subjugation, the most fa- 
mous writers, students, scientists, 
and generals were Masons. They 
worked for mankind and their 
country with clear vision, knowl- 
edge and fervent zeal. Their ef- 
forts are recorded in the annals 
of Polish history, and their names 
include princes, generals and 
even ex-priests. Among the latter 
was Stanislaw Stojalowski, who 
was excommunicated because of 
his active work among the peas- 
ants. We must not forget to in- 
clude those faithful Protestants 
who died on the Russian gallows, 
such as the great Romuld Trau- 
gutt. 

General Jan Henryk Dabrow- 
ski, founder of the Polish legions 
in Italy during the Napoleonic 
wars, and one of the earliest 
leaders of the long-drawn-out, 
bitter struggle to throw off for- 
eign domination, was a Protes- 
tant. General Stanislaw Fiszer, 
who was the friend and aide-de- 
camp of Kosciuszko, and Romuld 
Traugutt, the leader of the Polish 
uprising against Russia in 1863 
and one of the noblest Poles that 
ever lived, were both Protestant 
leaders. 

Polish Protestantism was one 
of the most interesting religious 
movements in all of Europe. Its 
influence was of profound impor- 
tance in the cultural, moral, liter- 
ary, and political life of the na- 
tion. In a political sense, Protes- 
tant leadership was valuable, for 
it created a religio-political asso- 
ciation which has waged a long 
struggle against German domina- 
tion. The Polish Protestants took 
a vigorous -part in the fight for 
freedom of Poland. 


(To be concluded) 





No Purgatory 
(Continued from page 15) 

Where was he? He was not in 
purgatory. The Bible says he was 
in hell. Verses 25, 26: “And Abra- 
ham said to him: Son, remember 
that thou didst receive good 
things in thy life time, and like- 
wise Lazarus evil things, but now 
he is comforted and thou art tor- 
mented. And besides all this, be- 
tween us and you, there is fixed 
a great chaos: so that they who 
would pass from hence to you, 
cannot, nor from thence come 
hither.” 

Notice the clear-cut teaching. 
There is no traffic between the 
two areas. Nothing can be done 
after death to help others. There 
is a great separation after death 
which continues throughout eter- 
nity. Notice the two areas. There 
is no middle ground, no purga- 
tory! The unrepentant sinner as 
he died went to hell. The forgiven 
man had gone to be forever with 
the Lord. There is a great gulf 
fixed. There is no crossing over. 
And there is no purgatory. 

In fact, as you complete the 
chapter, you find that God in His 
wisdom has given us Moses and 
the prophets to warn us on earth 
about our eternal destiny. If we 
will not believe this witness, we 
will not believe the witness even 
of one who is risen from the dead. 
In other words, God has provided 
help for the soul on earth. Either 
we accept that Divine help of 
Grace or we reject it. After death 
it is too late. After death we are 
either with or without God. There 
are only two places for those who 
leave this earth—heaven or hell. 
There is no purgatory! 

3. Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord. The Holy Spirit writ- 
ing through Paul relates the con- 
viction and assurance Paul per- 
sonally had: “But we are confi- 
dent, and have a good will to be 
absent rather from the body, and 
to be present with the Lord.” 
(II Corinthians 5:8) There is 
not even a hint of waiting or of 
being held back from immediate 
enjoyment with Christ. The be- 
liever looks forward to conscious 
joy in the presence of his Saviour 
after death. Paul was “confident” 
of it. 

If any man had a right to boast, 


Paul did. He was a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews. But from God’s view- 
point Paul knew he would be 


condemned without salvation in. 


Christ. Paul was willing to call 
himself a sinner, “of whom I am 
the chief.” (I Tim. 1:15) Yet he 
knew God loved him and re- 
deemed him. He knew that in 
Christ all his sins were forgiven. 
Therefore, when the hour of death 
came, he was to be home with the 
Lord at once. What a blessed 
hope remains for all of us today 
who are in Christ our Saviour. 
Does this sound like faith in pur- 
gatory? 

Hear the words of Christ to the 
dying thief: “This day thou shalt 
be with me in paradise.” (Luke 
23:43) “This day”—not tomor- 
row, or after many tomorrows, or 
after a siege of pain and anguish 
in purgatory, but this day. He 
was to be with Christ at once 
after death. Is this purgatory? 
Who knows most about heaven? 
Did not Jesus come from heaven? 
Was He not the heaven-sent Son 
of God? Yes, He was born of a 
woman, born under the law, and 
He lived amongst us. But He lived 
before He came to earth. He also 
knew where He was returning. 
He ascended on high as the victor 
over death. He went back to His 
Father and is now preparing a 
place for His people. These man- 
sions are not in purgatory! 


4. The grace of God is not 
limited in its forgiveness. When 
God forgives, all sin—not part, 
but the whole—is forgiven, re- 
moved, and blotted out. Purga- 
tory limits the forgiving mercy of 
God. Purgatory allows some sin 
to remain unforgiven. 


How utterly contrary to the 
Word of God! “There is now 
therefore no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus.” 
(Rom. 8:1) The emphasis is cer- 
tainly on the word “now.” At no 
time, after the great transaction 
of God’s grace has taken us unto 
Himself through faith in Christ, 
is the believer under the condem- 
nation of God. He has been freed 
completely from that condemna- 
tion because of what Christ has 
done for him. The grace of God 
forgives all our sin. Not one part 
of sin is to be purged later. Christ 
pardons every sin. 


Notice the words of John: § 
“Amen, amen I say unto you, that 
he who heareth my word, and be- § 
lieveth Him that sent Me, hath | 


life everlasting; and cometh not 
into judgment, but is passed from 
death to life.” (John 5:24) The 
Word itself says “cometh not in- 
to judgment.” Is there a purga- 


tory? No, for the believer has life © 


in Christ, and the unbeliever is 
hopelessly lost forever without 
Christ. God’s grace forgives sin. 
In Christ all sin is forgiven, and 
not one bit of it is atoned for by 
man, either in this world or in the 
world to come. There is no need 
for purgatory. 

5. Christ extended an urgent in- 
vitation to repent. He was deeply 
concerned with the eternal wel- 
fare of mankind. Christ never 
once urged men to postpone, to 
hesitate, ‘or to neglect their rela- 
tionship to God. On the other 
hand, He begged and entreated 
men to take action at once. Why 
the urgency? Because only in this 
life can a man be made right with 
God and He knew it. 

Why does the Scripture place 
such emphasis on immediate ac- 
tion? The reason is plain: man is 
facing an eternal destiny. Only on 
earth has a man the possibility of 
forgiveness. God wants us to act 
at once to save our soul. For that 
reason the Christian Church con- 
tinues to present the Gospel of 
Christ, for only in life on this 
earth can man receive the Gospel. 
There is no opportunity beyond 
the grave, nor is there anything 
that any of us can do for those 
who die in unforgiven sin because 
they have rejected the Saviour 
who could have saved them even 
in their utmost iniquity. 

Souls that are lost are lost for- 
ever. Therefore, the Bible says: 
“Now is the accepted time.” “To- 
day is the day of salvation.” 
“How shall we escape if we neg- 
lect so great a salvation?” 


Does any of this mean that a 
man can get partly right with 
God now and finish the rest later? 
Purgatory will not help, for there 
is no such place for man to have a 
chance to finish the job of restitu- 
tion with God. While on this 
earth men have to face up to the 
claims of Christ. Either we die 
completely forgiven by Christ or 
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‘| we are lost souls forever! 


6. Salvation of the soul is ex- 


clusively the work of Christ. Man 
‘does not do part, nor even one 


little part, of the work of redemp- 
tion. Consider the Douay version 
again: “For by grace you are 
saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves, for it is the gift of 
God; not of works, that no man 
may glory.” (Ephesians 2:8, 9) 
Or read Acts 10:43: “To Him all 
the prophets give testimony, that 
by His name all receive remission 
of sins, who believe in Him.” Or 
again in I John 1:7 “... and, 
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.” And 
II Corinthians 5:19: “For God in- 
deed was in Christ, reconciling 
the world to Himself, not im- 
puting to them their sins.” 


In whom is our salvation? Cer- 
tainly and exclusively in Christ. 
Salvation is not part of works 
which we do in this life, or part 
of works that others do for us in 
this life, nor is it the work men 
may try to do for us after we our- 
selves are gone. None of these 
save our soul or forgive us of sin. 
Salvation is all of Christ. For- 
given by His grace, we have en- 
trance into eternal life with no 
detour through purgatory. 


We do God a grave injustice 
whenever we allow anything or 
anyone to diminish the vital work 
of Christ. He died for us. In Him 
alone is our redemption. We are 
saved completely and entirely in 
and through Him. All our sins— 
one-hundred percent of our sins— 
are cleansed in the blood of Jesus 
Christ, and nothing is left to be 
forgiven in the hereafter. Not one 
thing we do can ever add to what 
Christ has done. He only is the 
Saviour of the soul. 

Therefore, we need no purga- 
tory. God has not provided a pur- 
gatory, because it is not neces- 
sary. “The blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.” There will be no purging in 
purgatory. Christ has made us 
acceptable in Himself. “If we con- 
fess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all iniquity.” (I 
John 1:9) Notice that He forgives 
our sins, all our sins! He cleanses 
us from all our iniquity. The Bi- 
ble says He does it all. If Christ 
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does it all, then purgatory is ri- 
diculous and is actually contrary 
to Scripture. Therefore, with con- 
fidence we say there is no purga- 
tory. 

7. Salvation is a free gift of God. 

It cannot be purchased with sil- 
ver or gold. Repeatedly the Bible 
stresses the fact that God gave 
His Son. “Thanks be to God for 
His unspeakable gift,” wrote Paul 
in II Cor. 9:15. 

If something is free, you need 
not pay for it. God insists that 
you cannot pay the price of your 
redemption. Only Christ could 
endure the penalty of sin and 
withstand the wrath of God upon 
sin. Christ is willing to take the 
sin of the sinner and give in ex- 
change His very own righteous- 
ness, so that before God we stand 
without sin in the righteousness 
of Christ. This gift is a free gift. 
This being true, why must men 
pay a price of dollars and cents 
to help them out of an imaginary 
purgatory? 

Dr. T. T. Shield told a story 
once which I have never forgot- 
ten. He related that during the 
days of the first World War many 
mothers, wives and sweethearts 
were given yarn so that they 
could knit socks and mittens for 
the boys “over there.” The yarn 
was given, the work was given, 
and the finished product was to 
be given away. All was a gift. 

But some perverted men de- 
cided to make a profit. They took 
that which was to be free and put 
a price on it. The soldier, feeling 
the need, purchased the material 
at a big price. After a purchase, 
one boy opened the fresh pair of 
neatly knit socks. Inside he found 
a note: “This is a free gift to 
you.” The yarn was given, the 
work was given, and the socks 
were to be given. Yet he had to 
pay a great price! Who would 
dare take money for something 
that was to be given free? 

Salvation is a gift, the most 
precious gift any man can ever 
receive. Why must men pay a 
price for it? 

“So then as through one tres- 
pass the judgment came unto all 
men to condemnation; even so 
through one act of righteousness 
the free gift came unto all men 
to justification of life.” (Rom. 


5:18, American Standard ver- 
sion) “But not as the offence, so 
also the gift: for if by the offence 
of one many died, much more, the 
grace of God, and the gift by the 
grace of one man Jesus Christ 
hath abounded unto many.” 
(Rom. 5:15, Douay version) Is 
salvation a gift? Most certainly 
it is. If it is a gift, don’t pay for 
it. 

Look over the facts. Carefully 
examine God’s Truth and you will 
know that there is no purgatory! 
Purgatory is one of the most rep- 
rehensible, mercenary perversions 
that can possibly be presented to 
a thinking man. 

This doctrine is nothing short 
of blasphemy. It literally denies 
the very ability and purpose of 
Christ to save men completely in 
Himself. Such a false doctrine 
robs Christ of the very purpose 
for which He came, 

Let us base our faith only on 
the Word of God. “And the others 
indeed were made many priests, 
because by reason of death they 
were not suffered to continue: but 
this, for that He continueth for- 
ever, hath an everlasting priest- 
hood, whereby He is able also to 
save for ever them that come to 
God by Him, always living to 
make intercession for us.” (Heb. 
7 :23-25) Or, as it is so beautifully 
stated in the King James version 
(verse 25): “He is able to save 
them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by Him, seeing He ever 
liveth to make intercession for 
them.” 


In the name of the Son of God, 
I urge you, too, to place your 
eternal salvation only in Christ, 
whom God has sent to be your 
very own Saviour. He it is who 
lives and even now is in heaven 
interceding for your soul! There 
is no future opportunity after 
death. 

“Behold, now is the acceptable 
time: behold, now is the day of 
salvation!” (II Cor. 6:2) END 
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Believe and Live 
(Continued from page 9) 


signs was indulged, they would 
yield no obedience. 


Aristotle says: “Truth is what 
a thing is in itself, in its relations, 
and in the medium through which 
it is viewed.” To the same intent, 
Dr. John De Witt says: “The 
same sunlight which, falling upon 
an opaque substance, brightens 
only the outer surface, leaving 
darkness within, may, falling up- 
on what is thoroughly transpar- 
ent, meeting with no obstruction, 
penetrate and irradiate its inner- 
most depths.” To have a mind and 
heart open to conviction, ready to 
see the truth, and then to follow 
it, is very rare, but indispensable 
to a true and full acceptance of 
the truth. 


One way to keep docile is to 
guard your moral associations; 
as we are ourselves, so we asso- 
ciate. There are affinities among 
the good and among the evil. The 
good, by affinity, seek the good; 
the evil, by affinity, the evil; and 
so both classes, of their own voli- 
tion, gather together, and finally 
make heaven or make hell. We 
imbibe many of our opinions, and 
of course, our companions suggest 
ideas and beliefs, or doubts and 


denials of truth. 


2. Be morally clean. Cultivate 
a pure heart, and a conscience 
void of offence toward God and 
toward man. It is vain to attempt 
to convince the intellect when the 
real cause of difficulty is in the 
moral nature. Robert Hall once 
tried to show an erring brother 
that he was blinded by greed, but 
in vain. He then wrote on a card 
the word, “God.” “Do you see 
that?” he said. “Yes,” was the 
answer. Then he laid a golden 
sovereign directly over the word. 
“Do you see it now?” “No,” was 
the answer. “I thought not,” said 
Dr. Hall; “you cannot see God 
through a gold piece!” 


Dr. F. L. Patton rightly says: 
“Where doubt is born of moral 
estrangement its remedy is moral. 
A difficulty of the heart is not 
remedied by the way of the head. 
We do not cure diseases of the 
eye by an operation on the ears.” 
Be sure, then, that all is right 
within, for many a writing that 
is legible cannot be read when the 
eye itself is dim, or the light is 
deficient. If there is a secret mor- 
al motive for rejecting truth, no 
argument will avail. There are a 
great many human beetles that 
prefer dark holes, and when you 
turn over a stone of truth and 


“Your wonderful food 
parcel brought much joy 
to us, not only because of 
what it contained, but 
mostly because it made us 
realize that you remember 
and love an old lonely 
couple like ourselves who 
are greatly in need of 
friends and love. We are 
with you in prayer and in 
our Saviour.” 
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let in light upon them, they flee # 
to their holes. 3 

3. Cultivate reserve. That is 
to say, keep your doubts to your- 
self. Never sow the seeds of un- 
belief and disbelief in others, 
Nothing so entrenches doubt as 
talking about it, and seeking to 
promulgate it. If you cannot your- 
self believe, do not hinder others. 

There comes a fearful harden- 
ing through simple communica- 
tion of doubt. It seems as though 
God gave up men to judicial hard- 
ening who seek to promulgate er- 
ror. It will be a source of eternal 
regret to people that they have 
undermined the faith of others, 
when they might have under- 
pinned it. Lamartine remarks: 
“No one ever yet riveted the 
chains of slavery around the neck 
of his brother that God did not 
secretly, but irresistibly, weld the 
other end of the chain around his 
own neck.” 

4. Be obedient. No rule is more 
important. So far as truth is seen 
to be truth, it must be followed. 
It is surprising how simple duty 
becomes when there is an obedi- 
ent spirit. Canon Faussett re- 
marks: “When religion is studied 
simply as a science, nothing is 
more obstruse; when as a revela- 
tion of duty and practice, nothing 
is easier.”” When ballast is thrown 
out, the balloon shoots up. A life 
of sin holds men down; so that, as 
Dr. Maclaren says again: “A gen- 
eral unloading of the thick clay 
would let them soar to heights 
which they never reach.” 

On the other hand, it is a ter- 
rible thing to see truth and resist 
it. To plant oneself as with his 
back to the wall, beating off truth 
and the Spirit of God as adver- 
saries, is akin to the unpardona- 
ble sin, and nothing hardens the 
heart so fast. Lady Henry Somer- 
set was passing through a season 
of spiritual uncertainty and 
doubt, and one day in the grounds 
of Eastnor Castle she heard a 
mystic voice speaking to her: 
“Act as though I were, and thou 
shalt know that I am.” 


Obedience is the organ of spir- 
itual knowledge. “If any man will 
do His will, he shall know of the 
doctrine.” (John 7:17) Isaiah 
once delivered to Ahaz and his 

(Continued on page 27) 




















| PRESENTING OUR CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 
THE GIFT OF A LIFETIME THAT MAY PROVE TO BE AN 


EVERLASTING LIFETIME GIFT. 


Here is a WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY to send to your friends or loved ones the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE as a Christmas Gift. But in doing so YOU ALSO will receive a 
Special Gift. : 


Take advantage of this wonderful offer. A FREE BOOK FOR YOU comes with each of the offers 
listed below. But should you desire to give the book to someone else, just tell us and we will forward 
it to the person of your choice. 


This UNUSUAL offer is effective only until January 1, 1957, at which time there will be an increase 
in the subscription price of the Converted Catholic magazine, So Don’t Delay, Act Today. 


| UE TI sete nine sieice spine sechipdnipem cage il dian tats as locates tha $2.00 
, First Gift Renewal or Gift Subscription 22.2. eee eee 2.00 
Each additional Gift Renewal or Gift Subscription.......................-......... 1.75 


AND in addition YOU receive A FREE BOOK as YOUR Christmas Gift with the following offers. 





I. THE DONOR: — 


(PLEASE PRINT) 


(A BEAUTIFUL GIFT CARD SENT TO EACH UPON REQUEST) 


DESIRE TO SEND: — 
#1 (1 My Renewal and One Gift Subscription @ $4.00 — (Free Book — Offer #2) 






















a SS FS HO ae. SS. Se. Fee 


#2 (1) 2 Gift Subscriptions ..................... @ $3.75 
Send me FREE Ought I Become A Roman Catholic Or Remain a Protestant? 
(Selling Price — $.35) 
3 #3 () 4 Gift Subscriptions 00... @ $7.25 
t Send me FREE Methods Of Witnessing To Roman Catholics 
3 (Selling Price — $.50) 
i #41) 6 Gift Subscriptions..................... @ $10.75 
- Send me FREE Papal Infallibility Topples — M. J. Anzalone 
i (Selling Price — $1.00) 
2 #5 (] #8 Gift Subscriptions ...................... @ $14.25 
‘ Send me FREE History Of The Popes — J. McCabe 
. (Selling Price — $1.50) 
i #6 [) 10 Gift Subseriptions.................. @ $17.75 
Send me FREE Out Of The Labyrinth — L. H. Lehmann 
: (Selling Price — $2.00) 
: AND THE SUPER SPECIAL 
ul 
#7 (1) #20 Gift Subscriptions -............. @ $35.25 
Send me FREE Fifty Years In The Church of Rome — Father Chiniquy 
; (Selling Price ’ $3.75) 


Your Own Renewals with Offers #2 to # 7 Would Require $2.00 Added to Prices Shown 
(50¢ ADDITIONAL PER PERSON OUTSIDE THE U.S. A.) 


PLEASE USE SUBSCRIPTION FORM ON REVERSE SIDE FOR SUBMITTING NAMES. 


NOVEMBER, 1956 


Please Use This Form To Place Your Subscription Orders 
CIRCLE NUMBER OF YEARS DESIRED 


2. 


ity - City . 
[1] Gift New [ Gift Renewal Gift Card [] Yes [] No C Gift New [ Gift Renewal Gift Card [J Yes oN 


I eile 


[] Gift New [] Gift Renewal Gift Card [] Yes [] No 


a ol cas enine eee 
Address ______- 


ty eS 
_] Gift New (] Gift Renewal 
Name _. 
Oo Gift Ne New | Gift Renewal 


Name __ 


_] Gift New [] Gift Renewal Gift Card [] Yes [| No 


NTE dedinhcodabasnatombaakciieall al aan 
NN cag se eo kee 
Ne hinich cepieteeinoge 

C] Gift New [ Gift Renewal 


_] Gift New [] Gift Renewal Gift Card [] Yes [] No () Gift New [ Gift Renewal Gift Card [Yes CN * 


26 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE® 





| Believe and Live 
(Continued from page 24) 

army a very important message: 
“If ye will not believe, surely ye 
shall not be established.” (Isaiah 
7:9) There is a play on words, 
+ and a sort of rhyme in the origi- 
7 nal which is very marked, and 
cannot be rendered easily in Eng- 
lish, something like this: 


“Tf ye will not believe, 
Ye shall not receive.” 
or, 
“If to believe ye are unable, 
Neither shall ye be made 
stable.” 
or, 
“Unless in God’s Word ye con- 
fide, 
In His power ye cannot abide.” 


5. Resort to Prayer and the 
Study of God’s Word. There is 
nothing that will secure such do- 
cility, purity, obedience, and wit- 
ness, as faithful and daily famili- 
arity with the Holy Scriptures. 
Henry Drummond used to say: 
“Five minutes spent in compan- 
ionship with Christ every morn- 


ing—aye, two minutes, if it is 
face to face, and heart to heart— 
will change the whole day, will 
make every thought and feeling 
different, and will enable you to 
do things for His sake that you 
would not have done for your 
own sake, or for anyone’s sake.” 


It was a familiar saying of 
John Bunyan: “Prayer will make 
a man cease from sin, or sin will 
entice a man to cease from pray- 
er. Pray often; for-prayer is a 
shield to the soul, a sacrifice of 
God, and a scourge to Satan.” If 
you shake a bottle that is half 
full, you can produce a violent 
disturbance in its contents, but 
when the bottle is full to the brim, 
no shaking disturbs it. To be oc- 
cupied with Divine things is to 
any soul a shield from doubt and 
every form of evil. 

It is a melancholy thing that 
many young men, especially, can 
find time to read books that at- 
tack the Bible, but no time for the 
Word of God itself. It was a 
beautiful saying of the late J. 
Hudson Taylor: “Satan may build 


a hedge about us, and hinder our 
movements, but he cannot roof us 
in and prevent our looking up.” 

6. Bear witness to the truth, 
which you already accept; and as 
fast as new truth is made clear 
to you, expand the scope of your 
testimony. This is a part of your 
fidelity to the truth, to yourself, 
to others, and to God. The Lord 
says to you, “Speak out; dare op- 
position ; live for others” ; but the 
Devil counsels you to keep silence, 
to go with the multitude, and to 
live for yourself. 

No man ever witnesses to a 
truth without seeing other truth 
more clearly. The very fact of 
bearing testimony strengthens 
conviction, whereas the suppres- 
sion of testimony quenches con- 
viction. That great preacher Dr. 
Maclaren says: “Men do not 
light a candle and put it under a 
bushel; for, if they did, either the 
candle would go out or it would 
burn up the bushel.” 

7. Once more, Study history. 
What moral achievement has 
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PUT CHRIST IN YOUR CHRISTMAS BY SHOPPING 


CHRISTMAS SUPPLIES 
* Scenery Background 
Manger Scene, 9%’ wide x 312’ high 
Bethlehem Scene, 9%’ wide x 31’ high 
Bethlehem Scene, 1912’ wide x 7’ high 
© Christmas Crib, 27” x 712” 
¢ The Christmas Story — 
book and manger set 
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Napkins 
Red and Blue, Red and Green, 
Gold, Red and Green 


© Souvenirs 


Buttons ‘“‘Joy to the World"’ 
Bangle ‘‘Christ the Saviour is Born’ 
Tag No. U7531 

* Candy Boxes 

Manger Scene, Church Scene, 
Shepherd Scene 

* Coin Collectors 

‘Bethlehem Star 

Stocking 


Folder 
© Christmas Invitation Postcards 
* Bulletins, Envelopes, Letterheads, 
Envelopes 
Christmas Scene, 


Manger Scene 1,000, 14.00 
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21 Deluxe cards with or without 
Scripture text a box 1.00 
This Year Give 
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* Deluxe 
21 cards with Scripture text 

© Children’s Assortment 
Complete ~- of Christmas, get-well, 
special occasion cards 


**Feature’’ Assortment 
a box 1.00 
a bex 1.00 


everyday and 


GIFTS FOR CHILDREN 
© Story of Jesus — Magic Color Book 
© When Jesus Came — Cut and Stick Book 
¢ Jesus’ Birthday Color Book 


-30 
-30 
-15 ea., 1.65 doz. 
Christmas Coloring Set 
104%,” high x 1714” wide 2.50 
>» Tell Me About Heaven by Mary Alice Jones 1.00 
© Plastic Books for Babies — 4 titles 25 
© Children of Bible Days by Florence Hern 65 
© Brave Men of the Bible by Emma Pettey 65 
* Psalm 100 for Children by Sarah Gearhart 

Other favorites and new books 

for children 


BOOK GIFTS FOR YOUTH 


® Keke and the Mounties by Basil Miller 

® Jungle Doctor series 

* Captain Daley's Crew Series 

© Patty Low Series 

© Ginger Series . 

® When Jesus Was Twelve by Morella Mensing .25 
Bi and ae 
ie Ee oa 


GIFTS FOR EVERYONE 
® Bibles 
© New Testaments 
variety of sizes and bindings 


from 1.50 
from .50 


© William Christie, Apostie to Tibet by Howard 

VanDyck $2.50 

© The Soul of French West Africa by R. 5S. 

Roseberry 1.75 

© Achieving the Impossible by Lorene Moothart 3.00 

*® Davis Dictionary of the Bible 5.95 

° The New Bible Commentary, Edited by 

Davidson 

* Days of Heaven on Earth by A. B. 

© The Pursuit of God by A. W. Tozer 

® The Root of the Righteous by A. W. Tozer 2.50 
Complete stock of tities and authors 


Our Bookstore carries thousands of other 
items, including gifts for Sunday School prizes, 
maps, song books, flannelgraph materials, 
church supplies. Easy one-stop shopping for 
all your needs. 


Store Hours: 9-5 Daily 
9-6 Wednesdays 
9-4 Saturdays 
Special Christmas Hours in December 


Christian Gifts — Shop Early for Wider Selection 
CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS BOOKSTORE * 690 Eighth Avenue (between 43rd and 44th Sts.) New York 36, N. Y. 
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Protestant Witness of a New 
American, by Angelo Di Domeni- 
ca (Philadelphia, Judson Press, 
1956; 172 pp., $2.50 [board], 
$1.50 [paper]) 


The message contained in this 
book is concisely expressed in the 
twofold implication of its title. 
Here we have the vibrant report 
of a lifetime ministry dedicated 
to the building of a powerful Ital- 
ian Baptist witness in the United 
States, as well as the passionate 
testimony of appreciation of 
Americanism on the part of a 
“new American.” This double 
connotation of the title is by no 
means incidental, because accept- 
ance of Americanism cannot be 
divorced from the religious prem- 
ises that buttress its social and 
political ramifications. The in- 
alienable quality of both the re- 
ligious and social facets was ac- 
knowledged as essential to the 
American phenomenon by foreign 
observers well over a century ago, 
by such men as the famed French- 
man De Tocqueville. Dr. Di Dom- 
enica’s autobiography is a typical 
case history of this basic relation- 
ship that forms the core of the 
American dream of freedom un- 
der God. 


Almost an illiterate boy on his 
arrival in New York at the turn 
of the nineteenth century, the 
young immigrant Di Domenica 
was abruptly transplanted from 
the stagnant conservatism of a 
backward hinterland Italian prov- 
ince (only one generation before 
a part of the Pontifical States) in- 
to the bewildering hum of the 
New World metropolis, to which 
the innumerable rhythms of the 
immigrant waves gave an ever- 
changing human make-up. The 
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common reaction of the new im- 
migrants was to withdraw into a 
“Little Italy” or a “Little Syria” 
and assume a sort of ghetto men- 
tality. ; 

But Di Domenica, on the con- 
trary, answered enthusiastically 
to the challenge presented by the 
new human environment and took 
advantage of the unprecedented 
opportunities afforded by his 
adopted country. In this con- 
scious acceptance of Americanism 
resides the inner dynamic of Dr. 
Di Domenica’s ministerial work 
encompassing over fifty years of 
multiform activity. The trinomial 
of religious opportunity, political 
equality and material sufficiency, 
which characterize the American 
way of life, constituted the provi- 
dential instrument for transform- 
ing backward peasants (whom 
the mother country was only too 
glad to get rid of) into mature 
Christians and competent citi- 
zens. To this end, the contribu- 
tion of Dr. Di Domenica as min- 
ister, teacher, and journalist has 
been incalculable and has extend- 
ed for many generations of stu- 
dents. 


‘T= PARTICULAR competence of 

the author in the field of Amer- 
icanization of immigrants gives a 
lasting appeal to the political and 
religious philosophy upon which 
the book is based. Comparing, for 
instance, the concepts of alienism 
and Americanism, he rightly ob- 
serves that “alienism is not an old 
suit of which the foreigner must 
be divested; neither is American- 
ism a mantle with which he can 
be invested. Americanism is a life 
which must be born in the soul 
of the individual and must de- 



























velop gradually. If a foreigner § stat 
has not reached the stage in § peri 
which he considers it a privilege § mitt 
rather than an advantage to be. § Am 
come a citizen of our beloved § low 
country, he had much better re- § pos 
main an alien than to clothe him- § to | 
self with a mantle which he nei- § dra 
ther deserves nor is qualified to § Mai 
wear. His naturalization papers § cha 
would simply be a weapon in his § scr’ 
hands to lower and destroy all § whi 
American ideals and aspirations.” § tho 


(p. 97) 

The author sees in this un- 
Americanized citizen the histori- 
cal equivalent of the “unregener- 
ated heathen” who was too hasti- 
ly accepted into the pristine 
Christian church, so _ bringing 
about a progressive weakening of 
the whole body of the Church. 
He writes: 

“When the Christian church in 
its infancy began to receive into 
its bosom unregenerated heath- 
ens, with the expectation that 
they might become fully Chris- 
tianized afterward, she made the 
greatest mistake of her life. By 
a gradual and unconscious proc- 
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ess, the church, to satisfy the | ph, 
taste of the heathen, began to th 
adapt herself to the tenor of their | a: 
life, creeds and practices. But | 4 
what was the result? In course of } 4 
time the church, instead of trans- | 17 
forming the heathen into Chris- 3 
tians, experienced the reverse of ] 
it. The influence of the heathens I 
was so strong that they heathen- I 
ized the church. t 
“Why did Christianity need ref- t 
ormation? Was not the Reforma- f 
tion of the sixteenth century a C 





sure evidence that the church had 
been dragged from its primitive 
purity into a state of chaos and 
shame? If the founders of the 
Christian church had come back 
to life, they would never have 
recognized the church they had 
left in the world.” (p. 98) 


Following the interpretative 
pattern set by Giambattista Vico, 
seventeenth century philosopher 
of history and a fellow-country- 
man, Dr. Di Domenica gives an 
acute analysis of a problem of 
great concern to all who cherish 
the ideals on which Americanism 
was based. Applying to contem- 
porary America what took place 
in the early Christian church, he — 
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‘} states that “now America is ex- 
periencing the same thing. By ad- 
mitting into its citizenship un- 
Americanized citizens, men with 
low ideals, having the sole pur- 
pose of acquiring political power 
to get rich quick, she has been 
dragged into a state of reproach. 
Many laws and customs have been 
changed by the influence of un- 
scrupulous politicans. Any law 
which did not satisfy the taste of 
those who put them in power was 
called obsolete. So monstrous, 
persistent and virulent has been 
their work that they have not 
rested until such laws have been 
repealed. The America of today 
is not the America of its founders. 
If the fathers of this country 
could return to earth, how would 
they find the country they estab- 
lished, which they sealed with 
their blood? Would they be proud 
of their successors, or would they 
call them unworthy of their heri- 
tage.” (p. 98) 


D1 DOMENICA did not rest 
satisfied, however, at a mere 
stating of the problem. Showing 
how much he prized the heritage 
that he had made his by mature 
and conscious choice, he dedicated 
the best years of his ministry to 
the training of the immigrants. 
The grateful acknowledgments of 
scores of young people, to whom 
the enlightened help of Dr. Di 
Domenica was an instrument of 
Providence, fill many pages of 
this book. It is moving to read 
testimonies of people who for the 
first time come to consciousness 
of their worth as individuals. 
The author never pressed con- 
version to Protestantism on these 
recruits into the army of democ- 
racy. But he well knew that, de- 
mocracy being (as Arnold Toyn- 
bee stated) a leaf torn from Chris- 
tianity, the recognition of human 
rights would act as a spiritual 
catalysis toward the acceptance 
of the religious premises that are 


American philosopher, that the 
renewing power of the Gospel was 
the key to the American dream of 
a perfected society. Along this 
line of thought, the author, him- 
self a “new American,” has some- 
thing to say to all Americans, re- 
gardless of their vintage: 

“In the Old Book we read that, 
according to St. Paul, there were 
two kinds of circumcision: one 
according to the flesh and the oth- 
er according to the spirit. Paul 
cared very little about the circum- 
cision of the flesh but incessantly 
advocated that of the spirit. Like- 
wise, there are two kinds of 
Americanization: one according 
to the flesh, the other according 
to the spirit. Those who become 
American only in citizenship and 
politics belong to the former cat- 
egory, but those who become 
Americanized in their souls be- 
long to the latter.” (p. 97) This 
may seem rather theoretical to 
many, but it is the crux of Ameri- 
canism whose realm is primarily 
and fundamentally spiritual. 


EADING THIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

one cannot help being im- 
pressed by the concreteness of the 
terms in which the author states 
his faith and uses it toward the 
building of the Kingdom of God. 
This untiring enthusiasm of a 
man so frail in physique and yet 
so powerful in his ministry is a 
rebuke to our intellectual snob- 
bery and laziness and to that com- 
promising attitude that makes our 
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SPAIN 


faith so unpersuasive. We need 
more individuals who, like Dr. Di 
Domenica, are warmly attracted 
by the truth they profess, and 
who dare to interpret their faith 
in positive and passionate terms 
to the people of their generation. 


The worth of Dr. Di Domeni- 
ca’s book does not consist solely 
in the account of faithful steward- 
ship. Its importance goes much 
further, as these pages entail a 
spiritual heritage of thought and 
action which should remind us 
that the labors and accomplish- 
ments of our forefathers cannot 
possibly relieve us of our own 
responsibility in being Christians 
and citizens. 

The Christian of today cannot 
expect to have any easier task 
than his forebears in the effort to 
mold a refractory social milieu 
into the ideal frame of American- 
ism. This reshaping of a social 
medium according to the spiritual 
categories of Americanism is at 
once the work of divine grace and 
the work of man. It is a continu- 
ous, day-by-day re-creation as 
each man matures into an individ- 
ual and reaches consciousness of 
having the capacity to come into 
the presence of God without priest 
or intermediary and to ascertain 
His will in conduct and vocation. 

To this ideal, which was 
grasped by the Reformers, Dr. Di 
Domenica’s testimonial book is 
dedicated, and for this “Protes- 
tant Witness of a New American” 
we are deeply indebted. 
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at the root of those human rights. 
From New Haven to Philadelphia, 
former pupils flocked by the 
scores into the churches that Dr. 
Di Domenica was establishing. 
These “new Americans” proved 
to be an asset to their adopted 
country, verifying the prediction 
of Jonathan Edwards, the first 
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Efficiency and 
Propaganda 


e The following correspondence 
was initiated by Bob Jones, presi- 
dent of the Christian university 
bearing his name, and was direct- 
ed to Mr. Jackson Martindell, 
who, as president of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Management, re- 
cently achieved widespread pub- 
licity by virtue of his firm’s re- 
port on the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


Dear Mr. Martindell: 


I should like to notify you, as 
of this date, that I am withdraw- 
ing from membership in the 
American Institute of Manage- 
ment. I was not aware when I 
accepted the invitation to mem- 
bership that it was the purpose of 
the Institute to serve as a propa- 
ganda organization for the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. The shal- 
lowness of your recent report on 
Roman Catholic efficiency and the 
contradictions in the report are 
in themselves enough to make me 
ashamed of my affiliation with 
the Institute. 

You state that “the Catholic 
Church is the only government in 
the world that makes no public 
statement of its finances.” If this 
is true, how could any investiga- 
tion reveal how much money the 
Catholic Church receives annually 
and how the funds are used. The 
whole report indicates shallow 
thinking and lack of research, 
which is a dishonor to the Ameri- 
can Institute of Management, 
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OPEN 
FORUM 


which claims to evaluate business 
corporations. 

Even if the report were schol- 
arly and accurate, however, I 
could not remain a part of an 
organization which is so dishon- 
est as to emphasize the fact that 
the study relates only to manage- 
ment practices and not to doc- 
trinal and ecclesiastical affairs 
when the report itself goes so far 
as to declare that Roman Catholic 
schools are giving “invaluable 
service to civilization and democ- 
racy” and proceeds to promote 
these schools by stating that they 
“should be encouraged and aided 
by everyone, and their value to 
the state should be recognized.” 
The report ignores certain histor- 
ical facts while it blindly “par- 
rots’ Roman Catholic distortion 
of truth as factual. 


It would seem that the purpose 
of the whole report is to boost 
Roman Catholicism, and if this 
was not the purpose, then the 
American Institute of Manage- 
ment has certainly allowed itself 
to be made the dupe and the tool 
of one of the most efficient and 
unscrupulous propaganda ma- 
chines in the world. 

I consider it not only unethical 
but also downright dishonest for 
an organization like the American 
Institute of Management, which 
is supposed to be purely interest- 
ed in business efficiency, to bring 
out a report urging everyone to 
support the schools of any reli- 
gious group. I would protest this 
action whether the schools were 
Protestant, Jewish, or Catholic. 
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Views and opinions expressed in this 
department do not necessarily repre. | 
sent the view-point of this Magazine, 





cal 


Any organization which has so 
little sense of ethics has no right 
to claim to stand for good busi- 
ness management. 

My own major field in college 
and graduate schools was History 
of the Middle Ages, and I know 
something about the Roman Cath- 
olic Church historically — more 
than this, I know something about 
its activities today. I have friends 
in Spain and Italy who have been 
put in jail for the sake of the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They were imprisoned, not for 
any crime, but simply for preach- 
ing doctrine which was displeas- 
ing to the “efficient’”’ Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy. I have seen docu- 
mentary evidence and have talked 
first-hand to witnesses of the 
martyrdom of Protestants in Lat- 
in American countries in the last 
five years. 

I believe in religious freedom. 
That is why I am opposed to the 
efforts of the Roman Catholic 
Church to take control of Ameri- 
ca and want no part of any or- 
ganization which is a tool in the 
spread of Roman Catholic propa- 
ganda, falsehood, and distortion. 

Bos JONES, President 


Bob Jones University 
Greenville, South Carolina 
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Dear Mr. Jones: 


I am replying to your letter of 
May tenth, which, of course, I do 
not like to receive but must an- 
swer. 

In the last paragraph of your 
letter, you say, “I believe in reli- 
gious freedom.” How can you say 
that when you oppose our un- 
biased story of the Roman Catho- 
lic organization in the form of a 
Management Audit? 

I would like to have your defini- 
tion of religious freedom. 

JACKSON MARTINDELL, President 




















American Institute of Management 
New York, New York 
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"§ My dear Mr. Martindell: 

Your letter of May 23 increases 
my contempt for the American 
Institute of Management. 

you have the audacity to call your 
“blow-up” of the Roman Catholic 
organization an “unbiased story 
in the form of a management au- 
dit” is beyond my comprehension. 
The article admitted that AIM 
had no access to actual facts or 
figures on which to base its so- 
called “audit”; yet you praise the 
business management of Roman- 
ism and urge everybody to sup- 
port its schools. 

My definition of religious free- 
dom is the same as Mr. Webster’s. 
As a good American, I think the 
Catholic Church is entitled to the 
same freedom in America as the 
Protestants—I think the Jews are 
entitled to that same freedom. I 
also believe, however, that Protes- 
tants and Jews ought to have the 
same freedom in other countries 
that the Roman Catholics enjoy in 
those countries. There is no ques- 
tion that where the Roman Catho- 
lic Church is in power, she denies 
religious freedom to both Protes- 
tants and Jews and persecutes 
them ruthlessly. 

You have no right, as an organ- 
ization which is supposed to rep- 
resent management generally, to 
propagandize for any religious 
organization and to urge the sup- 
port of its schools. For the Amer- 
ican Institute of Management to 
do this is gross dishonesty. Prot- 
estants and Jews have paid dues 
to your organization, and I, as a 
Protestant, resent the misappro- 
priation of funds which I con- 
tributed as a member of the 
American Institute of Manage- 
ment to Catholic propaganda. The 
fact that I believe in religious 
freedom does not mean that I 
should help to finance and propa- 
gandize for an institution that is 
un-American and opposed to 
any religious freedom except its 
own... 

Bos Jones, President 


Americans by Choice 


e One of our readers, Mrs. C. A. 
Goff, wrote to her Congressman 
about the question of immigra- 
tion and enclosed for his informa- 
tion the article “Americans by 
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Choice,” by Dr. Montaiio, which 
appeared in the January, 1956, 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. His reply 
follows: 


Dear Mrs. Goff : 

Thank you for your letter. I 
have read it carefully and 
thoughtfully and especially, its 
enclosure. 

There are a great many people 
that agree with you that we are 
having, and have recently had, 
too many immigrants of the 
wrong type. 

I am enclosing some informa- 
tion on the McCarran - Walter 
Law, which is pretty much in ac- 
cord with my thinking. 

But thank you especially for 
your enclosure. Certainly there is 
much quotable material in it, and 
I am grateful. 

Epecar W. Hiestanp, M. C. 


Washington, D.C. 


The Scheme 
That Backfired 


Dear Sir: 

The enclosed letter is a copy of 
a communication sent to every 
business place in the cities of 
Stanley and Thorp, Wisconsin. 
Even for the Roman Church this 
was a strong approach, and it met 
with strong opposition, even 
from the Roman Catholic busi- 
nessmen. 

Pastors from at least two of 
the Protestant churches in Stan- 
ley answered in letter form. They 
also spoke to the businessmen of 
their churches urging them to dis- 
regard the letter, and to stand to- 
gether firmly opposed. 

Their efforts were well reward- 
ed. The priest involved even spoke 
of writing a letter of apology to 
one of the local papers, though as 
yet it has not been forthcoming. 
There is still some protest in the 
Protestants. 


JOHN H. REppPe, Pastor 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Two Harbors, Minnesota 


Dear Sir: 

You and your staff are cordial- 
ly invited to our Parish Picnic on 
Sunday, July 8th. A delicious 
country style dinner (starting at 
11:00) and supper (starting at 
4:30) will be served. 

I would like to list your name 
or business on our patron list 


which will be posted in the vesti- 
bule of the church for the remain- 
der of the year as a constant re- 
minder to my people to patronize 
you. The amount of your dona- 
tion to the annual picnic will be 
printed after your name. 

Since our congregation is so 
tiny and so deep in debt I am com- 
pelled to make this appeal once a 
year. Under no circumstances 
will my parishioners be allowed 
to solicit you for any future par- 
ish affairs. 

Therefore, I am certain that 
your name will appear under one 
of the three types of Patrons: 
Extra-Special ($50.00 to $100.00) , 
Special ($25.00 to $49.00) or Or- 
dinary ($24.00 and less). 

Thanking you in advance for 
your generosity and hoping to see 
you at the picnic I remain, In 
Christ, 

Rev. E. J. SosczyK, Pastor 
St. Mary’s Junction 
Stanley, Wisconsin 
P.S. Since all businesses in town 
have been contacted my people 
would like to know also which 
have not responded to this appeal. 
These will be listed on a separate 
list as non-contributing firms. 


Calling the Kettle Black 
Dear Sir: 

The following is an exact copy 
of one paragraph from an article 
dealing with a visit between 
Archbishop Fietta and Soviet of- 
ficials on August 21. The article 
bore the title, “Agreement with 
Reds Is Out, Vatican Says,” and 
appeared in the Battle Creek, 
Michigan, Enquirer and News for 
September 3, 1956. 

“Vatican City (AP)—The Pa- 
pal Nuncio to Italy says lack of 
religious liberty in Russia pre- 
cludes possibility of any agree- 
ment between the Soviet Union 
and the Vatican.” (Italics added.) 

Just look who is talking! 


JESSIE W. MuRTON 
Battle Creek, Michigan 





Willam J. Whalen, 


University Editor and Assistant 
Professor of English at a large 
State University: “Before we 
end up with a formula such as 
‘Any Catholic college is better 
for any Catholic student than 
any non-Catholic school’ we had 
better take a closer look at the 
real situation. Newman’s Idea 
of a University has yet to be im- 
plemented in many phases of 
Catholic higher education. The 
difference between many Catholic 
technical and scientific schools 
and their secular counterparts is 
not always striking. 


“For purposes of illustration 
let us look at the curriculum of 
one of our best Catholic engineer- 
ing colleges. Of the seventy-one 
faculty members only three are 
priests. The dean is a non-Catho- 
lic. A recent news article indicat- 
ed that half the student body is 
also non-Catholic. The college is 
situated downtown in a metro- 
politan city. 

“The Catholic engineering stu- 
dent takes two hours of religion 


or philosophy a week during his 
freshman and sophomore years. 
He takes no religion or philoso- 
phy during his last two years. 
. In a total of 210 quarter 
hours in the four year course, just 
eleven are devoted to religion or 
philosophy. The Catholic student 
must also make an annual retreat 
and daily he sees the crucifix 
hanging in the classroom. 

“‘We are bound to ask ourselves 
what sacrifices a Catholic family 
is expected to make so that 
Junior can attend this Catholic 
technical school rather than a 
non-Catholic one? Could he not 
get just about the same religious 
training through the Newman 
Foundation at a State university 
by frequenting its chapel, par- 
ticipating in its discussion, read- 
ing its library books, taking its 
credit or non-credit courses, and 
attending its social affairs... 

“An examination of why the 
majority of Catholic college stu- 
dents choose non-Catholic colleges 
should enable us to get a better 
picture of the challenge.” (The 
Catholic World, October, 1955) 
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The International Hebrew Christian Alliance 


REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
5630-C North ae Ave. 
Chicago 45, Ill. 


Canada 
91-C Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Can. 


Believe and Live 
(Continued from page 27) 


doubt ever wrought! The histo 
of skepticism through the ages 
the most unanswerable argumen 
against it. Not one good resuli 
can be traced to it, unless it h 
that it has driven believers t 
search their Bibles more care 
fully. No man has ever been ab 
to move this world in the highes 
sense who has not had his stand: 
ing place in the Invisible. 4 
It is said that Archimedes de 
clared that if he could find a point 
for a fulcrum, he could construc 
a lever that would lift the earth: 
There is but one point outside o 
ourselves which will serve for 
such a fulcrum, and that point is 
faith in the Eternal God. Horati- 
us Bonar’s beautiful couplet is, 


“Live truly, and thy life shall b 
A great and noble creed.” 


English history has known no 
brighter mind than that of Fran 
cis Bacon. His intellect was gi- 
gantic, and his maturest verdici 
is: “It is heaven upon earth when 
a man’s mind rests in Providence, 
moves in charity, and turns upon 
the poles of truth.” 

When Peter Mackenzie, the 
Durham miner, visited Madame 
Tussaud’s Exhibition in London, 
and came to Voltaire’s chair, he 
leaped over the ropes that fenced 
it in, sat down in the chair, and” 
before anyone could remove him, 
sang out in a stentorian voice: 


“Jesus shall reign where e’er 
the sun, 

Doth its successive journeys 
run; 

His praise shall sound from 
short to shore, 

Till moons shall wax and wane } 
no more.” 


The great and startling fact is’ 
that, while Infidelity has changed 
its shape and modes of attack 
hundred times in eighteen cen- 
turies, the Lord Jesus Christ 
still moving on conquering and te 
conquer; and while he who allies 
himself with Infidelity is doomed 
to final disastrous defeat and eter 
nal death, he who would be on the 
winning side in the great fin 
victory of the just, must be a bes 
liever in God. 
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